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CHAPTER 4

chool was filled with people for
Grandparents Day! Everyone had
broughtin home-cooked treats and things

for show-and-tell.

There were rows of tables set up for us to share
with our grandparents and friends.

Bella and her grandma had baked an /_
enormous apple pie. Itsmelled delicious! _
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‘Oh, silly me,’ said Grandma. ‘Not GROW,
she said, widening her arms, ... GLOW! 7

=

The overalls GLOW in the dark!’

ALY
I had my own pair of glow in the dark
overalls! // ' ( \ AN

Just perfect if | ever had to paint the house
inthemiddle of the night!

Cool!
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just ordinary
overalls!’said
Grandma.
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Just whenh | thought Grandma might have
forgotten me, she said, And lucky last!
Something for Weir!"

What was it going to be?!

‘Here you go!” Grandma handed me a pair
of overalls.

UM.THANKS.
GRANDMA.
0.

That was a bit of
a weird gift.

But maybe | could
wear themiif | ever
had to paint
the house.
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Wendy and her
Nan had baked
shortbread
cookies.

‘Nan, this is Weir," said Wendy. ‘He's my partner

forthe BARN DANCEY

‘Oh, you're Weir Do!” her Nan said. ‘The boy with
the groovy break-dancing movel!'
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‘I guess that's me,’ | said, feeling my
face go red.

Wendy offered me a cookie.

HERE YOU GO.
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‘Oh, she means CRAB!'
| said.

‘What about those?”
asked another kid.
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‘I'm here!” | said, squeezing behind the table.
‘What can | do to help?”

‘Everyones filling up on cookies and pier
said Sally. ‘| hope they have room left for
Grandma’s goodies!

‘What's that?’ asked Mullet, as a few people
started gathering around our table.
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‘| forget what it's called in
English, said Grandma.

And then Grandma acted out what she was
trying to say!

RAAAAH!
RAAAARY ¢
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Granddad was
next! He was
showing off his
collection

of old teeth,
plus he'd cooked
up a batch of
his FAMOUS
STICKY
CARAMEL
FUDGE!

Heaps of people were walking around with their
teeth stuck!
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The fudge was SO sticky,
it could probably glue
a house togethe

" q
FUDGE =
WONT
BUDGE!

Next in line was Grandma Do, who had cooked
up a storm! Everything smelled awesome! »
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Hienry’s Poppy loved gardening. He was
weatring d t-shirt with a picture of a watering-

canonit.

ltsaia, | WET MY PLANTS!

HI.
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Poppy had a big collection of pet plants....

Fern sy Liy Rose  Brian the

cactus
Loy
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Toby Hogan's great-uncle had a collection
ofrare coins. Just as | was about to say hello,
they accidentally dropped a big bucket
of them! Oops!
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try it! Trust me!”
But ho-one would listen.

No-one but Bella!

‘Grandma Do! I'm Weir's friend, Bella,  said Bella.

‘Oh, Bella Allen! said Grandma, giving her a
hug. 'Weir hever stops talking about you!’

®
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Ohman ...

Itwas true, | did talk a lot about Bella. But
tight now | wished | could hide under
the tablecloth!

‘Grandma Do, said Bella, ‘Weir never stops
talking about YOU! I've heard all about how
you like to surprise people in your gorilla
costumer

Q
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‘Um,’ said Grandma. ‘| forget the word for that
too...

So she acted it out again.

‘She means Beef Noodles! explained Sally.

‘And that one?” asked someone’s mum.
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‘Chicken poo?
guessed Mullet.

‘No, | said, she means €ggl’

EGG \fle
TARTS! "'\a

Everyone seemed uhsure about the food.
Grandma looked a bit sad ...

Q
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After we found a bathroom for Roger, we were
back on the road to the airport!
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Suddenly Roger cried out.
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‘something beginning with P.’
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“Yes, Roger, said Mum, ““P” is the letter!”

But then Roger pointed to hisiipa

gotothe l0ol"

Bathroom break!

Q
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Dad said that when
he went cross-eyed
he could see his hose.

| SPY WITH
MY LITTLE EYE.
SOMETHING
BEGINNING WITH

L Pl—

P? Sally and | were stumped!

Umm.
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Sally loves to play | SPY.

‘I spy, said Sally, ‘with my little eye, something
beginning with...F!"

That was way too easy.

Farm!

"My turn, said Dad. ‘I spy with my little eye,
something beginning with ... NI"

That was too easy as well!
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Net!
‘No.'

| saw some birds in a tree, and had another
guess. Nest?

| THOUGHT
IT WAS US

\\\\\

‘Give up?' said Dad. ‘Nose!”
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Mum took the doorbell and pressed the button.

ROAAAA
>—RRRRRRI

The doorbell roared
like a lion!

‘Press it again!’ said Grandma.

This time Dad had a go.

WOOF woor

-

The doorbell started barking!

This was the funniest
doorbell wed ever heard!

Q
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For Mum and Dad and Granddad, she had
afunny-looking button.

A floor bell? Was that for making music
with your feet?
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Henry shook like a dog
to get it all off him.

MILKSHAKE!
HAHAHAI






OPS/images/fig58.png
\\ I //
‘I think you mean DOOR bell, said Dad, giggling.

Sometimes Grandma gets her English words
mixed up!

SILLY ME.
YES. DOOR BELL!
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And it was just in time for Grandparents
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Grandma Do and |

filled
Vo,
THREE
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Everyone was
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We gave hera
bunch of cards
we'd made.

MISSED You!

Then she pulled out
abag filled with
cool presents ”

-
forusall! ]
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Bella and her grandma wete a bit better at it. But
after along time, they only had a few drops.

Grandma said she had a secret way to

make cows give lots of milk.

BACK HOME.
IF COWS DONT GIVE
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| spy with my little eye, something
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Next, Granddad reached for the doorbell.

BUUUUUURRRR-
_ RRRRRRPI
-

‘Oops,’ said Grandma.
‘That was me!”

SORRYI
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to happen,” said Henry. / _

YOU CRACK -
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Sally loved her cool new diary!
You heeded to say the secret
word to unlockit.

COOL!" &
WHATS THE
SECRET WORD. /=

GRANDMA? 771
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Before long, Grandma and | had collected &
whole dozen! Grandmawas 50 awesome,
the hens were almost giving us their eggs.

| BELIEVE

THIS
IS WHAT
YOURE

LOOKING TaNKs!
),
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‘Great work, guys, said Farmer Jo. 'Now let’s
go and collect some fresh farm eggs!

The chicken coopwas really cool.The
nesting boxes kind of looked like @ whole
bunch of bunk beds.

That could be fun!

GOODNIGHT.
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Henry.'Why did the c:
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Bella and her grandma were really good at
beihg gentle.

00H.
HERES ONE.

Actually, most people were pretty good at it.

But Henry and his Poppy...

o
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Farmer Jo gave us baskets and showed us

how to pick up the eggs. You had to be real(y
careful,soyou didn’t upset the chickens.
It was like being a super egg hinja.

WOW.
SHES GOOD.

edq Ninjd
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Before | could ask her to keep passing the
hote to Bella, Wendy turhed around...

Vo,
...and gave M&
=& the thurmbs up!
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Oh no! She thought | was asking her
to dance with me!

Oh man. Wendy’s GREAT fun and all,
butshe isn’t Bella . . .
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who passed it to Toby

e

who passed it to B[ake
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..whopasseditto
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Vo,

WENDY!
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| gave it to Jenny, who read the hote and
nodded at James. Y
’

That gave me an ideal! I'should ask
13ellato dance withme!

| quickly scribbled her a note and passed it
to Henry.
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Aftervisiting the chicken coop, weall
headed overto feed the pigs.

Butwhen we reached the pig pen ...
itwas ermpty!

Farmer Jo cried out! ‘They've escaped!
Someohe must have left the gate open!”

Dol L
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‘Great work, you two, said Farmer Jo.

Grandma had a farm in Vietnam, so OF
COURSE she was awesorme at this stuff.

o
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Back at my desk, James Nott

passed me a hote.

‘Hey, Weir," he said. ‘Could you
please pass this to Jenny?’
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CHAPTER 6

here could the pigs have gone? Maybe
theyd caught a bus somewhere?
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James was asking Jenny to be his partner at
thebarn dance!

vith me bt the

Wi/ vouZAoojie

Zah\ ddnce 7
From JTapes Nott

’ BOOGIE ON DowNI 7~
N

ag/ !





OPS/images/fig112.png





OPS/images/fig20.png
VU,
Evetyohe thought it was awesome!
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THAT WAS
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As | was wobbling around
Miss Franklin walked in. =~

BACK T0
YOUR
SEATS. (

PLEASE.
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‘Exactly!” said Grandma. Uust like the mud
we walked through near the farm gate!”
Pigs LOVE mud!

Grandma Dowas a GENIUS!

LETS 601
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‘That's true, said Grahdma. ‘But
what do they LIKE most of all?”

\ |

“MUD!
THEY
LIKE
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Or maybe they werejust tired of being pigs
and wanted to try something else?

Like beingroosters!

OINK -
NK A-Doop - ~D0000000g,,
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"What do you know about pigs, Weir?’ she
asked me.

‘Um, they're kind of round and they have
big shouts.

‘What else?’ said Grandma.

‘They have wiggly tails...
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Farmer Jo said they couldn’t have gone far, so
we were all going to help with the search.

A group led by Henry and his Poppy headed up
towards the fruit trees.

Another group led by Farmer Jo headed around
tothe horse stables.

?
(

‘Where should we look?’ | asked Grandma. It
seemed like she had an idea.

o
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Hans Some’s moves were SO 0Ol that the
whole class started trying them!

00PS!
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In fact, he's
really,

really
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Before class, Hahs Some was showing off some
of his
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GET READY FOR





OPS/images/fig4.png





OPS/images/fig39.png
oooooooooooooooo

“AUSTRALIANS

LL
e





OPS/images/fig37.png
oad trips are always exciting with my
family! Especially when we're on our way to
collect someone AWESOME from the airport!
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No!

Justwhen | thought things | couldn't get any
worse, ohe of Hans Some’s 1:doves did a big
poo on ry hair,
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But once we told them it was DINNER TIME
they were happy to // ) \\

follow us
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‘Bella, look! she said.

*WHRW
ASKED ME
10 DANCE
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Farmer Jowas thrilled tosee usall!

You found them!’ she cried. ‘Thank you
50 much!

Everyone else cheered.

MY GRANDMA

WHERE T0
FIND THEM!
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‘Oh, that's great, Wendy, Bella said.
Then she turned to Hans and said...

\ |/
YES. m Love 10
DANCE WITH YOU.

HANS.
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N
Hans shapped his fingers and four white
doves flew across the playground cartying a

He was asking her to dance with hir!

What was she going to say?!

Q
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Before Bella could ahswer, Wendy
ran over to her with my note.
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At recess, | rushed around looking for Bella
to expldain to her why | would be dancing
with Wendy.

| found her talking to Hans. //
BELLA.
MAY 1 ASK YOU
~ A QUESTION?
/

(:
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Henry spun his partner around 50 fast that
she looked like a tornado!

¥%
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Once the pigs were all back in the pen... it was
feeding time!

Itwas a feeding frenzy! Just like everyone
eating Grandma’s food yesterday!

-
That must have been some good 8|OP! N

Q
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Wendy and | were
having heaps of
fun dancing the
heel-and-toe!

Hans and Bella looked like they were having a
great time too.

Although | don’t remember
learning that barn
dance move . ..
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Miss Franklin and her helpers were having fun

watching us.

Even the farm animals came for a look.

Wenhdy suddenly tugged on my arm. ‘Weir,
she said, do you mind if | go ask Henry to
dance with me?’

‘Go for it!" I said. I'm sure he'd love to take

you for a spin!”

o
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In moments...the table was erpty!

Turns out \ \ ' \ //
EVERYONE

loves Vietnamese food!
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HI BELLA.
DO YoU THINK YOUD
MAYBE .

LIKE TO DANC
WITH ME?‘///

Bella smiled instantly.

—GREAT! -

But just as we were about to start ...

Q
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In the afternoon, there was a knitting
demonstration.

All the grandparents lined up like l€an, mean
knitting machines! Wool was wriggling

everywhere!

NOT

BAAAAAAAAD. < 'y
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Henty and Wendy made great parthers!
They both knew how to make each other
laugh, and they both liked to whirl around

Meanwhile, Hans was
dancing with Henry's
partner...which left
Bellaalone!

This was my chance!
| had to go talk to her!
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‘Here, try these, said Grandma, handing Bella
d bowl of noodles and an egg tart.

THESE NOODLES ARE

YUMMY!

AND THESE EGG TARTSI
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Allof asudden @ whole heap of people
rushed to our table. Everyone wanted to try
Grandma’s cooking!

YUMI SO TASTYI

QOH! " DELICIOUS!
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Grandma laughed. “You hever khow, | might
have brought that costume with me in
my fruitcaser

“SUIT case! said
Grandma. ‘Oops.
| keep mixing up
my words!’
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“You're 50 funhy! said Bella.‘Just like Weir!”

LY

Now they both had me blushing! |
wanted to hide under the tablecloth.

‘Mmm, this is delicious!” said Bella.

| looked up and saw that Bella was eating one
of Grandma'’s crab rolls. In fact, she was eating
TWO crabrolls!

GOBBLE
GOBBLE!

YUMI
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‘But afterwards, there was a knitting

demonstration,’ | said. ‘Everyohe was making
awesorme stuff ... but Grandma was using
her knitting needles to EAT NOODLES!

‘ltwas funny... I said, but a bit
embarrassing, too.

Just then, | noticed Grandma
shuffling away from the doorway.

Q
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She must have heard me say that she’d

embarrassed me!

‘Why don't you ask her to join you for your farm
trip tomorrow?’ said Dad. ‘That might make
her feel better.’

OH
NOI -

ARARY
Good ideal!

o
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That night | was telling Dad all about how much
everyonhe at school LOVED Grandma’s cooking.

‘After Bella started eating it, there was a Mmad
rush toour table!’ | said. It was crazy!

THATS BECAUSE
GRANDMAS COOKING

s THE BEST!
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Bella’s grandma was
knitting a jumper.

pee
A

1!

tienry’s Poppy was knitting a little beanie
(for Brian, the cactus).

Then | noticed Grandma Do.

She had a pair of knitting
needles, too...

... but she was
using them like

L/
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...the lights went out!

The barh was in complete darkness!
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‘BLACKOUTY screone shoutee.

‘I can't see!” someone else shouted.
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...and landed right on my bottom! I spun really fast around the room!
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But at the end, we could all dance however

we liked!

Maybe | could try break-dancing. It couldn't
be that hard, couldit?

If my little brother Roger could doit, then

surely | could too!

breakfdancmg

< Roger
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| even showed Grandma my cool

break-dancing move.

We were having the best time ever.
Everyone was!

And me and Bella and Grandma just kept on
dancing right in the middle of it all!
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| got ready to show everyone what | could do.

HERE GOES.

Butthen | accidentally stepped on a
banana that had fallen out of my lunch bag!

L
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To get there, we all walked through the farm
gates, along a very rmuddy bank, pasta
field of sheep,and around the big barn.

Henty's Poppy wash't very
good at getting the Milk in

the bucket. Infact, mostof 4
it ended up on Henry!
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Our school danhce was going to be o
BARN DANCE at the farm, which
meant we would pair up for all sorts
of heel-and-toe
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randmawas really excited tobe

coming with me and my class to the farm.
| wore the overalls she gave me to make her
even happier!

Turns out she had a Matching pair!
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N
Suddenly | noticed a glow around me.
Where was it coming from?

-~ -~
- Me! -

_ =

It was coming from my glow-in-the-dark
overalls!
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Some of the other grandparents had come
dlong too.

First stop of the day was
the cow shed. farmer
JO was going to show us if
howto Milk the cows!

®
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She could visit the farm with my class, then be
there for the barn dance afterwards!

Then shed know for sure that I'm not really
embarrassed by the funny things she does!
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Henry called out, ‘Hey Weir, | always knew you
were ohe of the brightest students in the class!

The band picked up the music again, and
everyohe rushed back to the dancefloor, busting
mMoves around us.

o
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‘Hey, look at Weit!" someonhe called out.
‘He's glowing like a disco ball!
His grandma, too!”

Grandma Do hopped over to me.
She was glowing as brightly as I was!
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On the table was an ABSOLUTELY ENORMOUS But Grandma was howhere to be found.
bowl of hoodles—the BIGGEST wed ever seen.

WHERE
COuLD
SHE BE?

All of a sudden the bowl of noodles started
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CHAPTER 8

e all sat around the table as | told
everyohe about our fun day on the farm,
and AWESOME night at the BARN DANCE.

‘Our glow-in-the-dark overalls really
saved the day!" | said.

RIGHT.
GRANDMA?

‘Hey, where's Grandma?’ | asked.

Q





