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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT AND. PATRICK 





Tuesday — Mt seth s chord | 

First of all, let me get omeithitiy straight: ae 

1S. a JOURNAL, not_ a diary. alt know. what rims 

says on the cover, but when Mom went out to _ 

buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her to 

get one ee, pnt ivgo soc: \ 

Ga AL a 2 a iS. ‘= Some. ee to. iB, me. 

carry ing this. book around ahd get the wrong sed 

the. oe cthdeg L want. to. erent up p ght amy 

is that this was MOM's_ idea, not mine. . 

But if she thinks Tim going +o write down my 

“feelings” in here or whatever, shes crazy. So 

just. dont expect me to. beall. “Dear. ay this 

and Dear. Diary” that. _ ontr 



The only reason J agreed to do this at all is 

because 1 figure later_on when 1m rich and 

famous, T\l_have better things to do than 

answer. peoples. stupid questions. all day. Bas So 

this. book_i 1S gonna_come_ Wn dy. “a 
- 

ae 7: or pall is os eee de ne po how. 

Tim stuck in middle school with-a bunch of morons. 



Let me_just Say for. the record that T think 

middle school_is the dumbest idea ever invented. 

Youve got kids like me who havent hit their 

growth spurt yet mixed. in_with these gorillas who 

need to shave twice_a_ age aye uk Meee 

ete i. they wonder shy bang i 4S oi, obs : 

paige an... middle. school. ‘ 

TL it_was_up tome, pacaadals ag ee ‘ae 

on. height, not. age. But then again, ne guess. 

that would mean kids like ad Fen would 

still be in the first << id ae 



Today is the first day of school, and right now. wears 

were just waiting around for the teacher to hurry — 

up and. finish the. seating chart. So f figured 1 en 

might_as well write in this book +o pass the time. 

1 the way, let me. give you Some. good advice. On 

the first day_of school,. youve got. +o be real careful 

where you_sit. You walk into the classroom and_ just 

plunk your stuff down on any old desk and the 

next thing, you know the teacher is Saying = Renate 

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE 

PERMANENT SEATS. 

front_of me_and Lionel James at the back of me. 
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Jason Brill came in late and almost sat +o my 

right, but luckily Fs Sikes that from. happen 

at the last second. 

Next_petid; Thchod: tes sit. in the ld oe 
bunch of - hot girls: as soon as 1 step in the 

room. But. T guess if T do that at. just proves 

1 didn learn anything from last year. 

Hs — WHY; saga et Baek St pheee 

; "CERTAINLY! Lee eee eee 
HEH, HEH. 



Man, 1 dont know WHAT is_up with girls these _ 

days. T+ used to be a whole lot simpler_back. Pies 

elementary school. The deal was, if- you were. the 

fastest runner_in your a» got all the girls. 

ner in, ss Bh grade, me ORE 

Ronnie, 2 wee ae = 

Nowadays , its a whole. lo+_more complicated. Now =a 

its about the kind of clothes you wear or how_rich_ 

ou_are_or if you have a cute butt or whatever. 

And_kids like Ronnie McCoy are scratching their — 

heads. wondering what the heck. Aare ho 

the most wee: hoy. tn ny geade is. Be : 

Anderson. The thing that. really. stinks is. TIS 

T have ALWAYS been into girls, but kids like 

Bryce have. come_around_in_the- eae =, 

of ‘ie 

6 



L_remember how. Bryce used +o act back in a ane 

elementary. pi tisiesta ld ede gs aii atoha SP hoa 

But of course now dont get any _eredit for 

sticking with the girls all this time. 

Like T said, Bryce_is the_mos+ popular kid. iN_our 

grade, so_that leaves all the rest of us guys phen 

scrambling. for the other. Spobecs ees bei Ps a oes 

The est T can figure is that 1m somewhere am 

around 52nd or 53rd most popular. this year. “ 

But the good news.1S that Tim about to. move. 

up_ohe spot because Charlie Davies is above me, 

and hes getting his braces next week. pak. 



a Ary to_explain all this. popularity. stuff tory 

friend Rowley (whois probably. hovering right 

around the 15 Omark, by the way), but T think 

it just goes in one ear and out the other with him. 

ions 
° 

Wednesday: sais oth tla sie Ae ee eae 

Today we had Phys Ed, So the first thing 1 

did_when 1 got outside was sneak off to the 

basketball court to see if the Cheese was still 

there. And sure enough, it was. Reece! RTs 



That piece of Cheese has been sitting on the _ 

court since last. spring. te guess it-mustve dropped 

out. of someones. sandwich _or.. something. cs After ae 

couple of days, the Cheese started getting illest Be. 

mouldy and. nasty. Nobody would_p lay basketball_on 

+he court where the. Cheese was, even though that _ 

aed court that had a hoop with a net. 

Ther one. vi ; aes ed ay Dick. ‘sil 

touched. the. 1. ae = his. ie and. oe 

THs. basically like ae Ce te you. oe ae 2 

Cheese “Touch, you ‘re_stuck with it until. aa pass... 

it_on to someone_else. = =s0 

The-only-way4 to. oan ‘yourself bo neue, 

Cheese “Jouch_is to cross. your fingers. — 



But it's not that easy remembering to keep your 
fingers crossed every moment of. the day. af a ics, 

up taping mine together So. they stay crossed 

all the time. TI gota D. — but it 

was- Hs worth it. 3 - 

this wee ale Abe Hall got the- Cheese 

Touch in April, and nobody would even come_near. 

him for the rest of the year. This summer Abe — 

moved away. +o California and took the Cheese 

Touch. with. him. 

neers ead ere a 
Touch. up again, because. i dont need that kind : 

of stress in “ai iced more. 

Thursday me. saceaeees 

Tim. having a. seriously we time edema: ee _to_ 

the fact that summer_is over_and- ee 
out of bed spas morning to_go to schgel. = 

10 



A. couple. of days into.summer. vacation, Rodrick 

woke. me_up in. the middle of the. hight. He told 

me slept through the whole summer, but that 

lucki ily T woke. up. re in time for the first 

see ot_school. le aaa 

back dink — Was as pretty. sah he ae ‘ 

for that one, but Rodrick was dressed. up. in his 

school_clothes.and hed. set my alarm clock ahead. 

pe ekettsleok Nike Hewes. 5 RE sien he. 

After Rodrick woke me. Up, ai just got dressed and. 

went downstairs. to make. myself some breakfast, 

like T do. wee morning. ona. school. 8 $spabiac 

Ai 



But 1 guess must have _made_a pretty big 

racket because the next thing, a knew, Dad was 

downstairs, yelling at me for eating Cheerios at 

3:00 in the. Fe, ee 

T+ EE SS > igre out. sulin ahediede 
Was. going on. ee es ae — 

Agine tT did FtaldsDed Beat Rodel dealt 
played a trick on me, and HE was the one that 

shouldbe. getting yelled at. Pane ee 

Dad shied dees Lith heen +o aie : 

Rodrick out, and 1 tagged along. T couldnt 

wait to see Rodrick _get what was coming +o him. 

12 



But Rodrick. covered. up. his tracks pretty good. 

And to this. day, _Tim sure Dad. thinks T ve. eo 

a_screw_loose_or something. — 

Eciday — perers 
= - 2) a See. 

aa at school we es spe
d to alg 9 groups. 

they pete come ke out. 6 a you Bid sos re. 

in_the- Gifted_group- or the Easy group, but » an 

can- figure. it_out. right away looking at the 

covers. of the books iets 2les2b we 

13 



T was aes disappointed +o find out LT g0 ares 

put in the Gifted group, because that —_—, 
a _lot_of extra work. — és ee ee 

oe prmece 
seas ~ T did sa bs best to make sure J. got put in 

ae _group +his ‘ema 

FRED PICKED UP 
~ THE BUH... BAH.: 

Mom_is_real. tight RY iahelboeiltad TiAl bet 

she. stepped in_and_ made sure. T got Re in the — 

Gifted. group again. a rs yee < 

Mom is aay: saying. hae a_smart kid, eee t 

just dont apply” myself. ooh: Naot RR, ee 

it 



But if there's one thing T learned from Rodrick - 

its to set. peoples. expectations real low. so. you. 

end. up. surprising them. Y mae 

nothing at all. : 

“RODRICK, 1 WANT YOUR pl gies Sk eta tt ~~ DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF 
“THE KITCHEN TABLE 
BEFORE I GET HOME 

15 



Actually, Lim kind of glad my plan to gee 

the. ce group didnt work... nr 

. SaW.d. tide eo: pig “Bink. Says Boo” ree Pas 

holding +heir books upside down, and I dont 

Meas were. Sd 

Well, gee ite calehisdiedin fly over, so 

ee Bie slept ee. . -. 

Me far ke up-early oh Saturday to. TRE 

cartoons or whatever, but not me._ The only. reason 

be get-out. of bed at all on weekends is because 

eventually T cant stand the  .) 

breath ADOT at tt 

16 



Unfortunately, Dad wakes. up.at. 6:00. in the 

morning ho_matter. WHAT. day of the week it 

is, and he is not real considerate of the fact _ 

that Tam. Hee to_en ae ae er like 

a. normal person. 

6 didn’t het anything to. ue toy So. ai ist 
headed up Span mye tle Noi cee ro Cae MT 

Rowley is. is. sechriclly my. ioe eon ek ie is. 

definitely. subject. to. ee Ce 

Live. ic Avoids Rowley Since. ae ge dey of es 

school, when he did oS that. aie 

annoyed Peed 2 Se. Fe 



We were getting our stuff from our_lockers a+ 

the end_of the ve and eadege came up to me 

and said = 22 

[WANT TO COME OVER 
_TO MY HOUSE AND 

PLAAYYY? _> 2 

T have told Bowley at least a billion times that 

now that were in middle school, » you re supposed 

+o say “hang out”, not “play”. But no matter 

how many hoogies :@ give him, he. as eae 

the next time. = alee detest cal shut. 

Te is trying +o bea i more- pe eS 

my image ever since. am got +o- middle. webs Beit 

eX ee around. is ar fesse not. os Hog 

18 



T_met Rowley. a few. ears ago. when he moved 

into. sa neighbourhood. 

eee heaghee ees ahs: Mer ve “How +t 1s ae 

Make Friends in New. Places”, and he came to. Ps 

house. trying. all these dumb. a ee 

THERMOS BE. SOME \ er 
——— WAY TO TICKLE ; og | Gaeee oF aaaees 

ACYOUR FUNNY BONE WS "| 

a i ae as fed & felt sorey. for. in a Jada 

decided to. take him_under. ny wing. 

THs. oe Jide 2 wi ee. Wea or — 

LT getto_use. all the tricks. Rodrick. pulls. on ME. 

19 



_{ DID_YOU_KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND \ 
IS BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE IT’S A XS 'SIGN-OF “LOW INTELLIGENCE"?- 

~~ 

IND 



You. a i a esd L play all lls sorts eibf. eda 

on Rowley? Well, T havea little brother named 

Manny, and could NEVER. get. as with 

me any. of that stuff on hima 

Biss: co Dad pee Manny te Be, 4 prince_or 

something. And. he. never. ai in trouble, even if. 

ae OO Sc eee aA een ae 

Yesterday, Manny. ee a. Peal ohm: 

bedroom door_in permanent marker. J =a 

Mom and Dad were. really Me gies Jet him have 

it, but_as usual, J was. wrong... 

21 



But the thing that bugs me the most about 

Manny_is the nickname he has for me. When he 

was_a baby, he couldn+ pronounce “brother, so 

he started calling. me Bubb: a And he STILL 

calls me that now, even. though 1 keep trying gs 

to_get+ Mom and Dad +o make him stop. ae eS 

Luckily. hohe of my friends have found out yet, os 

but believe me, 1 have had some. really. close_calls. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GREG 



Mom makes me. help Manny get ready for school in 

the. morning. After make. Manny his breakfast, 

he carries his cereal bowl into the. family. room. and 

sits_on_his- oa goss Ase 

of GTS - FOR “COOKIE | == 
AND COOKIE IS 

And when its time for him to. 90. to day care, he_ 

gets. up nas whatever he didnt eat. a in. 

the toilet. ee a ge 

Mom.is. iscalanys. ehtina.o on_me. en ‘not * Fin 

breakfast. But if she had to. scrape one 

fe Me lec al the di Pindet a: a 

~y every. morning »- she wouldn+ have. Tey 

of_an. appetite. either. 

23 



Tuesday. . 

T don+ know "i t cicdakialk tts heli shies L 

am SUPER. good at video. games. LiL bet T could 

beat anyone in. = grade nirs a eee es 

Uneiaeauae Dad. Sire not ewnttly appreciate 

my_skills. Hes. always SP ig me_about- going — 

out... and. doing something “active . 

So stobighet ae desea, Eee rane 

hassling, me_about. going outside, 1 tried to_ 

explain how_with video games, you can flay a 

like football and soccer, and a ae Pe eVen, ——- 

hot and we « : 

But_as usual, Dad didnt see my logic. mgs Sabo: 

24 



Dad_is a pretty smart. gey in _general. but when 

it_comes to common. sense,sometimes.. T wonder. 

Ab oid Wiican aoe ee GAS Sree oot Merl iy 

Tm sure. Dad. ad eae ap games istem.. 

if he could. figure. out how. todo. it. But luck: lye 

the_ ease make these. reais make them 

parent-proof. 

25 



Every time Dad kicks me_out of the house to do- 

something sporty, Ais _just_go up to. stigicete: and 

play my video games. there. re 

Unfortunately, ae oxly-ga games. 2s T can play oat 

Rowley's are car-racing games and “stuff like due 

ee oe L ie game up to. Rowley s— 

house, his dad looks it up on some parents __ 

website. And_if my game has ANY kind of 

fighting or violence init, he wont let us play. a 

Tm settee a kebtle. a an playing . ae 

Racing. with Rowley, because he's not a serious 

gamer. like me. All that you have to do to beat — 

Rowley 4S Name_ your. car something ridiculous at 

the beginning, of. the game. SS 

26 



And_then when. yor pass. cache car, he. a 

falls to pieces. ee 

An fway - after. He got 4 done. mopping. the floor. 

witt Rowley today » db headed home. J ran 

sb GER aes rare times _ 

Bi. 



But a trick kind of backfired, because as soon — 

as Mom saw me, she made me 90 upstairs. ares iin? 

take_a shower. ti De ee 

vlednesdeye me } eer, 

t. guess. Dad_must. i eS pretty Shscey- BES 

himself for. making me_go. outside. ib Bie ae 

because he did it- again =e a 

Ls occhel realy annoying to_ prion vere up to. 

Rawleys every. time 1 want +o a. video game. 

Theres this weird kid hamed Fregley who lives 

halfway. between my house. illgiglaradis a ee 

Fregley is_alwa: ys hanging out ‘in his front yard. — 

So_its- a Naed to avoid him. 



Fregley isin my Phys Ed class at school, and he- 

has this whole made-up language. Like when he 

needs. to. go to +he- bathroom, he says. ge eS 

onus 

Us kids have pretty much ath 

now, but Tdon+ think the teachers have really. 

caught on. fete eA at ROS Na + SL eS aaa 

Today, 1_probably would have. gone_up to Rowleys. 

oh_my_owh anyway, because. my brother Rodrick 

and his. band were practising down. in the. basement... 

24 



Rodrick’s band_is REALLY awful, and T cant 

stand being home when theyre having rehearsals. 

His band is called “Loaded Diaper’, only ee 

spelled. “Loded Diper” on Rodrick’s van. 

You might think he spelled it that way to make it- 

look cooler, but J bet if you told Rodrick how 

“Loaded. Diaper” a6: pare eee it would be news 

Soh SS a F COE, ee Oa 

Dad was See a) he. a3 Rie K staring a_ 

band, but Mom was_all for it. “eS 

Shes. the one met bought Re Rodrick = esa) shit 

drum set. 

30 



LT think Mom has this idea that were all going. 

to.learn_ to. plas / instruments and. then. become one. 

of those family bands like. you_see on TV. Bees 

Dad_really hates heavy metal, and thats the 

kind of music Rodrick and- his band play. T dont 

think Mom really cares what. Rodrick plays. or_listens 

to, because to her, all musicis the same. Tn 

fact, earlier today, Rodrick was listening +o_one— 

of his CDs in the family room and Mom came in 

and_started dancing. b J evipen*. Septic 3 

31 



That really bugged Rodrick, so he drove off +o 

the store and came back fifteen minutes later 

with. Some headphones. And. that. eee much 

took care of the ERS 3 Peo ee Ree Oe 

thirslay: 
Yesterday. Risiaihe pr a new. heatoy-me metal al CD,_ wk: 

and_it had one of those “Parental. 5 wie sable: 

stickers. Ovi gS5. ets aes = aa 

T have never got to. listen to_one_of those Parental 

Warning, CDs, because Mom and Dad never let me 

buy them at the mall. So T realized - 

Twas gonna get a chance +o listen to Rodrick’s 

CD was if J snuck it out-of the house. 

This morning, after Rodrick left, T called. up Rowley i 

and_told him +o. bring his CD player to school. 

32 



Then. T went down to. Rodrick's room_and took _ 

the CD. off his rack. 

You're re not. ese to. bans detente music players. 

+o_school, so we had +o wait +o_use_it_until_after. 

lunch when the teachers let us outside. As soon 

as we.got. the chance,.me_ and. Rowley.snuck._ 

around the back of the school and loaded. tupaess 

Bateicks CD iy 

ee Rowley. it to ty SS in. aes CD. 

ee _So_it_was ene much worthless. eke 

then ow came up eae An a ce ee a_game. 

The object was to_put- the. headphones ‘on_your — 

head. and then try to shake them off without 

DAE Bf Sata hands. YE SE? Bee RY PEE. — 9. 

ao 



The winner was whoever could shake the oe 

off in the shortest amount of time. 

t er Pe ee we seven RES: y Pere sis 

but 1 think T might have shook some of. pat weed 

fillings. loose- with. that HOC. =. srt i - 

Right dethecasb ili our_game, Mrs_ Craig came 

around. the corner_and_ caught us red-handed. She. 

took the music player iis _from_me_and started. 

chewing. CTY: ts ee ee 

34 



But. i. think she had. the wrong idea_about_ what 

we were. doing, back there. She. started telling. US 

how. rock. and_roll_is “evil” and. how. its. going = Te 

Cuin..our... brains. 

T was going +o_+ell her that there werent even 

any batteries in the CD player, ut TL could tell she 

en's want to be. intercupted. So T. justwaited me 

until_she was done, and then said 5 Nes, maam._ ; 

fe. tight en Mrs. seo} was. one to coe US... 

90> Rowley started blubbering, about how he. ae 

want rock and_roll to ruin his “brains”. 

35 



Friday sichad, | 
Well, now. Lhe gone. dpi Panes: bette, ge Stee Co ee 

a Rees Baers sverace- mas in bed, T snuck 
downstairs to. listen to Rodrick’s CD on_the 

stereo._in. the. family. oom. __ 

co paleo hachiahpemacdastal noe tlaeh 
up. the volume REALLY. high. Then T hit “play” hare 

First, let me. just = T can definitely. understand _ 
why they i that ‘Parental Warning” sticker __ 
on the CD, nee ie! aes: Cee 

But 1 only got to. hear about thirty seconds of =! 
the. first. Song, before TL got interrupted. in en “ 

36 



T+ turns out 1 didn+ have the. headphones : plugged ; 

into the stereo. So the music was. actually : coming. : 

through the SPEAKERS, not the headphones. - 

——— 

/ ae pick ati shut the 

door dehind. him, cand. then he oe ae | ae 

(LETS YOu AND 



Whenever Dad says “friend” that way, you know 

youre in trouble... ne first time Dad ever said “friend” 

like that to me, T didnt get that he was being 

sarcastic. So 1 kind of let my_guard down. eS see 

1 — eke Re Sta drop more. 

Tonight, Dad . vale at me Si ers minutes, 
and. then 1. guess. he. decided hed rather be in bed 

+han_standing_ in my room in his underwear. He 

told_me J was grounded From playing, video-games 

for. two. weeks, which is about what. LT expected. — 

a. guess a should be glad that's all he did. 

The good +hing about Dad is that when he gets 

mad, he cools off real quick, _and then it's over. — 

38 



Usually, if you mess up in front_of Dad a he. just. 

throws whatever hes got in. his hands.at you. 

! GOODIE TOsSCREW-UP es 

Mom _has-a_-OTALLY. different. Style when. (non
 

comes. to punishment..f A you -mess.up- and Mom... 

catches. you , the first thing she _does_is to take — 

afew days +o figure out what your : punishment “Ss 

Nils tee es 6 ee 

39 



And while youre waiting, you do_all these nice 

things +o try to get offieasend werd sped 

I JUST DUSTED 
THE-DINING | _{ FHOUGHTFUL } 
ROOM FOR THE 
Het OF Tet 

But then after_a few days rt right when YOU 

forget youre in trouble, that's when she. lays sae 

on — awe 

40 



This. cAee game. bids iS_a Ladcie: a ae ee 

: T thought it_would be. But at least Tm not the 

only. cone_in. the “38 whos. in trouble. 

Ble le water. a ee ee ‘now, 

too. Mann got. hold of one of Rodrick’s heavy is a 
metal. magazines, and one of the. pages. had_a_ 

picture_of A Woman in_a- bikini lying across the 

hood of a car. And then ute poe it into_ 

oe care for show-and-tell._ 

Po. ee 

Arua L nents Menke Mom was. too. fo ape a oe 

getting that. pees call. ie 

L Saw. aes magazine. ysl, 6 it. hobesthy wt wasnt 

an hing, os a get worked up over. But Mom doesnt. 

allow that kind of stuff in the house. 

et 



Rodrick’s punishment was that he had +o answer_a- 

bunch of questions. Mom had written, out for him. 

ioe . : ph oe 

42 



ee ee 

Tim -Still_grounded from playing video games, so. 

Manny has been using my_ system. Mom went out and. 

bought a whole bunch of educational video games, 

and watching Manny. play them is like torture. 

pa AS ES ore seins VAT 
COMES AFTER 

—S-TWO_AND RHYMES SS _ 
WITH “TREE”? 

+he Alphabet” case, and thats all it takes. 
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Thursday I a A 

At school today ; they announced. that student 

government elections are coming up. To be honest 

with you, ve never had. any interest in student 

government. But when. TJ started. thinking about 

it, 1 realized getting elected Treasurer_could 

TOTALLY. change my situation at school. 

~ WE_ CHEERLEADERS _ 
"ARE. TIRED OF RIDING 



And even better... peers Shr ete 

Nobody ever thinks about running for Treasurer, 

because all anyone ever cares about are the big-— : 

ticket positions like President and Vice President. 

So. T figure if LT sign. up tomorrow, the 

Treasurer job is. pretty much mine for the taking. 

Frida: Lie AON Smet hab Stee Sor fee eh 

Today, I went and put my name_on the ist +o 

run_for “Treasurer. Unfortunately, this kid named 

Marth - Porter is running for “Treasurer, too ‘ and. 

he’s _real_brainy at maths.So this might not be — 
as easy as 1 thought. 2 OEE Ee nT Care ere ee 

tS 



T told Dad that T was running for student 

government, and he seemed pretty excited. T+. mS 

turns out he ran for student government when _ 

he was my age, cand he. actually wate. 3, anced 

Dad his cere Some sole bcd th a lee 

and_found one of his. campaign posters. a 

jcoINVEOM feel 

__Fronk. Heft ley 

_SECR RETARY 

ay thought the poster idea was pretty good, so 

T asked Dad +o drive me to the store to. getees 

Some. supplies. T loaded. upon poster board and 

markers, and 1 spent the. rest of the night 

making, all. my campaign. stuff. So lets. ce ia 

these. posters. work... 
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eS 

[ acASeReR? | 

y kemeey Comoe eae) 

Bea ine ese on ee d grade ante en ee 

; Marty Porter had head lice? | 

i BO ee > gor ae ae Bt 

poe 5 touching YOUR moneys pettses 
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LT started hanging my posters up as. soon as 1 

got in. But. they. were onl up for about three 

minutes before Vice Principal Roy spotted them. 

it Se ee ee ee Ae Pe 5 ee ees ts 

Me Roy _said- you werent allowed to write 

“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T 

told Mr Roy that the thing about the head lice 
was true, and how it practically closed down the * 

whole_school when it happened. ___ Meateg SAPS 

But he took down all my posters. anyway. So today * 

Marty Porter was going around handing out lollipops 

to buy himself votes while my posters were. sitting at 

the bottom of Mr Roy's trash can. 1 guess this 

means my political career_is. officially over. —__ 

+8 



Ears pianist SOCEOBER: fun bor 

esis ee ne eee fut aiid? oc: 

Well, it's. ey SS _and_ there are only , 

thirty days lef+ until Halloween. Halloween is 

my F AVOURITE holiday, even though Mom_ 

says Tm getting +oo_old.to go. trick-or- 

gered Vai An ae tee | ANN Se eee 

Hafiate: is. Dad's. ae af ayy to too, Ba. = 

for_a different reason. On Halloween night, 

while_all_ the. other parents. are handing, Out cis 

candy, Dad is hiding in the bushes with a sas 

ne can full of water. “ee 

And i any. feenages 9 ‘pass. by our r deen, ial 

drenches them. . ; 

+9 



Lim not sure Dad really understands the concept 

of Halloween. But Tm not _gonna be the one who _ 

Foriclidi Was. wee opening sees a the Ciactban ds 3 

High. School haunted house, and sf got Mom to 

agree to. take me and. ae peers 

Rowley docue up_at my few wearing aa diego 

costume from last year. When J called him earlier 

T told him +o _just_wear_regular clothes, but of 

course he didnt listen, ee 

50 



LT tried not +o let it bother me too much, though. 

Tve never been allowed to. go-to. the Crossland 

haunted house before, and 1 wasn +t. going +o let 

Rowley ruin it forme. Rodrick has told meall 

about. it;. and_Tve been looking forward +o this for. 

about three years.. XS SE a 

Anyway, wheh_we got to. the entrance, aoe 

started having second thoughts about. going aie. 

But Mom seemed like she was_in a. hurry to get this 

over_with, and she moved. us_along..Once we were 

+hrough +he gate, it was _one_scare_after_another. 

There were vampires. jumping. out at. you. and people 

without heads and_all_ sorts of crazy stuff. nae 

Si 



But the worst. part was this area called Chainsaw. 

Alley. There was this. big. guy ina hockey mask 

and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick told me 

the chainsaw has_a_rubber blade, but 1 wasnt 

=e ie chances. ad A ids 

af RARRRRRARRRE pe 

Right ae ie hsbek ae Ain heeiaye ay 

was going to ccatch_us,_ Mares PRES, 

bailed _us out ; 

o2 



Mom made the chainsaw. guy show us where the 

exit was, and that was. the end cof our haunted- . 

house. experience. right. there. 1. guess twas... 

little_embarrassing. when Mom did that, but +. 

willing, to_le+ it go. this one time. = 

Sick. ba eee 

Se Go shuctieie cee really ae me = ting 

Those. guys were. charging. five bucks a. pop, and 

the line stretched eee around. the school. 

L bec to. ty a. RP, msed ee = my_owh. 

Actually, T had to. bring. Rowley in_on the. eal 

because. Mom wouldn+ let me convert our firs+- 

floor_into_a_full-out haunted mansion... 

a ‘eee ms Ro wey’ distil, crazy. eee she 

idea,_either,. so_we decided +o build the haunted — 

house_in his basement and. just not mention it to 

aD (ES RES Oi ipag Sh Ge AE POE eee 

Me. on Rowley. satin most. a Due coming up 

with.an awesome. plan. for_our haunted house. 
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Here was our. final plan: 

HALL OF LAKE OF) eS 
______ SCREAMS __Q, BLOOD. __ got tom-—— 

y is LESS PIT 

T don+ mean +o brag, or_an thing, but what we 

came up with was WAY better than the 

Crossland wer School haunted house. 

We ee we..were..gonna. en to. seal “ee ad 3 

out that we were. doing, this thing, so- we. got ntt 

Some_paper- and. _made_up a_bunch of flyers. 

aa 



Tl admit. maybe. we stretched the truth a little — 

in. our_advertisement, _but we. had +to_make sure 

ewe ert Boe iis ae, 

Sie bis [els war a 

ADMISSION: 50¢ — 

By the time we finished P utting the flyers. up 

around the. neighbourhood and. got back +o 

Rowley's. basement, it was already 2:30, and. we 

hadn+ even. started. putting the actual haunted 

ee ae a iat atin serttetin: fei 

So. _we_ Bish _to_cut some corners from our 

original plan. fuiiteeie So 8 ay acne er) nth aces 
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When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside to 

see if. anyone had showed up. . And sure enough, 

there were about +wen = neighbourhood kids ___ 

te a wley's basement. ___ 

as tL fi. our. Ayers said-admissoh was fry 

cents, but T could see that we hada chance to 

make a_killing here. 

So T tpld ae bode ee 2 
and the fifty-cent +hing was justo typo. 

The first kid to cough_up his two bucks was 

Shane Shella. He. paid. his and we let him 

inside, and_me_and- mak took our positions. in 

the Hall of Screams. 

56 



The Hall of Screams was. basically a bed with me_ 

and ape on either side of it. 

co guess. sssmayhe we. te a Hall — Sobaiie a 

little too scary, because. halfway through, Shane. 

curled. up-iin_a. ball underneath the bed. We tried 

to. get him to_crawl_out from under there, but 

he wouldnt budge. Coe. Lue Ms Pots ae See a heme ee 

ats started thinking about all the. money _we_were. 

losing. with this_kid- clogging, up the Hall of Screams, 

and 1 knew_we- 2 apie him_out_of- there, — 

Eventually, Rowley Si met came hein he 

first J abated to see him, because J thought 

he could. help. us. boss Shane out from under the— 

bed and. _get. our... ios cranking again. bids 

57 



But Rowley's dad_wasn+ really in a helpful mood.. 

Rowley’s-dad_warted to know whatwe-were 
doing, and. why Shane _Snella_was_curled up_under 

We told him that the basement was a haunted 

house, and that Shane Shella. actually PAID 

for_us to-do this to him. But Rowleys dad didn+ ae 

believe us. 

T admit that if you looked around, it didnt 

really look like a haunted house. All we had +time_ 

+o_put. together was the Hall of Screams and the 

Lake of Blood, which was- just Rowley's old baby 

pool with half a botte of. ketchup wity Ske bodes eg 
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T tried +o. show. Rowley's dad Our. original : plan. to. 

prove that we real ly _were running 4 legitimate. = 

operation, but he still didn seem convinced. 

And. to _make.a long. story : short,. that was. the 

end of our haunted house. Ce et ec ee ee ee 

The .good_news.is, since Rovwlegs.dad didnt 

money. So. at least we cleared two bucks today ae 

59 



Sunday. : 

Rowley ended up. selling cede eee: ee gi 

haunted house mess yesterday. He's not allowed +o. 

watch TV fora week, AND hes not allowed to — 

have _me_over_at his house. heat ss that time. 

That je — really is isnt ee Bison tee See . 

punishing, me, and. T didnt even do anything ease 

wrong. And now where am 1. epee to. ee 

my video. games? Le 

Anyway) L re Bad of as ae Rowley.-So 

tonight, TL tried to make it up +o him. JT nen 

oh_one_of Rowley's- favourite TV shows, and J 

dida play~by- play over the ea so he could 

kind of experience it that way. — int. 

/ WOW! LOOK AT THE SIZE \ 
OF THAT FLAMETHROWER! — 
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ne did_my- best to keep. up. with what. was. goingon 

on the screen, but tobe honest with you Pe Sri ee 

hot. sure if Rowley was getting the full effect. 

wey’ rey iS s finally 0 over, aaah ae 

in_time for Halloween, too. went upto. his 

house. to. check out his costume ,. and 1 have +o 

admit, 1-m_a little jealous. 0 a 

Rowley's Mom a got him this knight costume that's 

WAY cooler than his costume from last year, 

61 



His knight outfit came with a helmet anda shield 

anda real sword and EVERYTHING. 

Te never had a store-bought costume before. T- 

still havent figured. out what Tm gonna go as 

tomorrow hight, so. Ll probably just throw 

something. together. at the last minute. T- figure 3 

“he e TIL — back the Toilet. — ES again. 

But ft ahek it's sedans +to_rain tomorrow —__ 

hight, so that might not be the smartest choice. 

62 



Tn the past few ears, the grown-ups in- Pays 

neighbourhood have been. getting cranky about. 

my lame. costumes and Tim starting to think it's 

+ ohn the. amount of candy 

out the best route for me and. Rowley to take 

tomorrow hight. ee ES OE Ste hd eae 

This year Tve come. up. witha_plan +hat'll -get_us 

at least twice the candy we scored. last year. ae 
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Halloween Seer ee 

About an hour before we were supposed to start. 

trick-or-treating still didnt have a costume. 

At that point Twas seriously thinking about cabot. 

going as a cowboy for the second year in a_row. 

But ss ee ere 1 my ae ae “eae 

me_a._ pirate. costume, with an eye patch and a 

hook and everything. ——- . 

Rowley showed up_around 6:30 wearing ig 7 35 

knight costume, but it didnt look ANYTHING ~ 

64 



She cut out a big hole in the front of the helmet. 

so he could see better, and covered him. up in all 

this reflective. tape. She made him wear his winter 

coat underneath. oo and she. replaced. his. 

sword with a glow. stick. ear 

L poe my edicts tpn me. a Rowley 

started +o head out. But Mom. = us before— 

we. could. get out. the. ye ee = 

a 

cc VAIKE TAANINY gs oe 
WITH YOU! 



Man, 1 should have known there was a catch 

when Mom gave me that costume. 

T told Mom there was no WAY we. were taking ‘. 

Manny with us, because we were going +o. hit 152 

houses in three hours..And_ plus, we were going 

+o be on Snake Road, whichis. ee 

fora little kid like. Manny. 

t ror seus pies ai part, 

because the next thing T knew, Mom was- telling. 2 

Dad he had +o go-along with us to make sure we 

didnt step foot outside our neighbourhood. Dad 

tried to_squirm out of it, but once Mom makes up 

her mind, theres no way you.can change ra 

66 



Before we even got out _of our_own driveway > we. 

ran into_our. heighbour Mr Mitchell and his kid 

aai6 So of course THEY. tagged. << with us. 

Man are Jeremy. Cou. ls Sa at an 

be ch with P spooky. decorations on them,.so u i. me 

ruled out. P retty much every house on_our_ block. 

Dad_and Mr Mitchell started. talking. about. 

football_or something, and. ee +time_one.of- ea 

wanted to makea ey fics we ns Se 

(BLAH BLAH \ 
_ BLAH BLAH 

BLAH BLAH 
| BLAH BLAH } 
BLAH BLAH 

So we were hitting only about ohne house every 

twenty Co er ee ee 
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After_a couple of hours, Dad_and Mr Mitchell 

took Fhe bitte kids eines el tee en atl oe ae 

T was. glad, because that meant me. and Rowley 

could take off. My pillowcase. was almost empty, ? 

so J wanted. +o make up_as much time as_possible. 

: rer are Rowley told ve RGSS = 

es Bie ntact lea ae ee 

So tL ee Rowley i Ke wasnt. Fer outside in 

one minute, Twas gonna start ees myself to. 

enue Be 



After. that, we headed back out on. the road. _ 

But it was already 10:30, and 1 _guess that's. ‘es 

when_most. grown-ups decide Halloween iS over. 

You_can_kind of +tell because. thats when they a 5 

start coming +o the. door in their_py Lyarmas. and 

giving, you. the evil eye. eee 

We decided to. head. home. We. made up a lot of 

time after Dad and. Manny left, so Twas pretty 

satisfied with how. much candy we took in. 

When we were halfway home " this pickup truck. 

came_roaring, down the street with a bunch of 

high-school_kids in_it.— lo ey 

69 



The kid in the back was holding a fire extinguisher, 

and when the truck passed by US, he opened fire. 

1 ‘ to give ie Rondey aban bene ie blocked 

about 15% of the water with his shield. And if 

he hadn+ done that, all our 7o would ae 

got. soaked. $Me Wes ME it 

re re an Ba Acove ay ae Bie yeled-eact somthing 

that 1. regretted about. ES... Oe 



The driver _on- rakes and he turned _ 

his truck around. Me. and Rowley. started. running 2 

but. une right on. our heels. See he oe. 

a. only ee L eer a, af on oe 

was Grammas house, so_we cut. through. a. a | 

backyards +o get there. Gramma_was_in bed — : 

already, tut T know she. Te FOG under. hed 

mat on her front. porch. eae . 

Once we. got inside, I looked cout the window +o see. 

if those guys had followed_us,and_sure enough, Z 

they had. 1 tried to trick them into leaving, but 

uae « —- / WELL, I GUESS NOW 
~Y]THAT WERE SAFE IN-|- 

1 OUR OWN HOUSE, | 
~FAYOU CANT GET US! 

> 7A 



After_a while, we realized the teenagers were 

going +o wait us out, so we decided we. were just. 

gonna have +o. spend the hight at Grammas. 

That's when we started getting- cocky, making 

ae noises at the teenagers and. Le a it 

lel, at jemea a er ee ae ee 

Rowley was_kind of making owl noises, hit Jin eriz 

guess it was the same general idea. 

TL called Mom to tell her we were going. +o crash 

at Grammas for the hight. But Mom ‘sounded ___ 

really mad_on the phone. BP 

She said it _was_a pea woke . Rectal we. Gi: 

to_ge+ home right that instant. So that meant 

we were gonna have. +o make_a_run- | SOR NCS 

a 



T looked out the window, and this time, 1 didnt. 

see the truck. But T knew. those. guys were hiding 

somewhere and were just trying. to. draw_us out. 

So we snuck out the back - door, hop ped. over 

Gramma's. fence_and_ran_all the way to Snake _ 

Road. I figured our chances were better there _ 

because there. arent any streetlights. Vi eas eae 

Snake Road. is Scary enough. oh. its own without. 

having a truckload of teenagers hunting PO 

down. Every time we saw a_car coming, we dived. 

into the bushes. T+ mustve taken usa half hour 

to. go100 yards. bre anys 2 he 

€ Gy 
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But believe it or not, we made it-all the way 

home. without. getting caught. Neither one of us 

let+ our. guard _down_until_we. got. tomy driveway. a: 

But. right then, there was this awful scream, and- 

we Sawa big wave. of water coming, towards us. 

14 



Man, J. forgot ALL about Dad, and we. ri 

paid the price. for it. ee mee 

waste Sit: Rowley got ee 1 ely : 

our. ma on the kitchen table. a 

ltt a sae tiacdetente: a hetigle “i 

mints that were. wrapped. in. cellophane, and the. 

toothbrushes. Dr. Garrison. SOME IS 

L mene next. nee | set stay any rn 

mooch some. Butterfingers. from the bowl.Mom.. 

keeps_on top. of the. refrigerator. itll and 
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‘ule aid NOVEMBER 
Thursday ee Se tee AT. ere ee gee 

On the bus ride into school today, we passed by 

Gramma house. 1+. got rolled with toilet paper __ 

last ni ght, which T guess was -no_big_ surprise. ie 

BAD, gl a ~ N/a. 
PITS TA 

\ BIT 7" 

T do feel a little bad, because it looked like it was 
gonna. take a long time to_clean up. But on the bs 
bright side, Gramma_is_retired, soshe probably 
didn+ have. anything planned for today anyway. : 

Wednesday Soa 
Tn_third period, Mr Underwood, our Phys Ed 
teacher, announced that the doys will be doing a 
wrestling unit for the next six weeks. 

76 



TE£ there's one thing most Doys in my school_are 

into,. its_professional wrestling. So. Mr Underwood. 

might as well have set pido Aombsto ees ee 

Ae ight cee Phys Ed Cans ee 

cafeteria _was_a. complete. BS 

ithe Dleukat ke chal Lis king hewng 

a. wrestling. unit... 

a cman e want to_get twisted 
into. a pretzel for the next month. _and. a. half, : Td 

better do_my homework on this ; wrestling business. : 

a 



So. J rented a couple of video games to_learn 

some_moves.. And. you know what? After a while, 

T was. Mares ee +o ie Nes i Seza 

2POES.THIS -\ 2.9%) 
FEEL RIGHT? , 

Tn fact, the other kids in my class. had better _ 
look out, because if T - es this_up, T could bea 
real threat. xt he St 

78 



Then. again, oo once make sure. T dont do, 

abe Yoke xp ain bhige i leachitics as cats 

player in the basketball unit, so. — hy Leigia chk 

picture_up in. the. , i 

T+ took. people about.five seconds.to realize how. 

“P..Mudd” sounded when you said_it out loud, and 

after that, it was_all over for Preston. 



Thursday subi 

Well, ae out rt today thet the. bai ib eG 

Mr Underwood _is teaching, is COMPLE TERY. sence 

different from the kind. fe eck Vt ci Seabe 

First ne ri _we- if oe +o wear. Sita. slooet gil 

“singlets” which look like - <i See 

ot _to_wear_in the 1800s. 

re aa ane all, en are ho. va Lecdecune 

hitting people over. the heads with chairs or 

ieee he that gee Tt 

there's not even a ring each las 4 he 7 ao 

THs. just basically a Sweaty mat that smells like 

it's never been washed before. = 
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Mr_Underwood_ started -asking for volunteers so 

he could. demonstrate some wrestlin 9 holds >but 

there _was.no.. way J Was. going, to..raise. my ‘ hand re 

Me and Rowley. tried to hide out in the back of — 

the_gym near the curtain E ut that's where. the. 

girls were doing their gymnastics pe ee eee 

We got out of there in a hurry, and we_went 

back to where the rest of. the Guy s-were- ew ae 

Mr Underwood singled me out, probably because sd 

Tim the lightest kid_in the class, and he could 

+toss_me around without straining himself. He 

showed. everybody how to do all. these things aoe 

called a “half nelson” anda reversal” and a 

“takedown” and stuff like that. Sern ee? Oa 
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When. he was doing. this one move called the 

“fireman's carry, 1 felt a breeze down below, 

and 1 could tell my singlet wash+ hi ste: 

job. keeping me_covered oe 

That's ae x tke Lm o-lcky. ieiaiactbiasell 

were_oh the other. side_of. a see ge ” 

Me viel sbegbelle us_up_ into. aduciohdeatitaal 

T was pretty happy. about. that- at first, ois 

because_it meant. 1 wasnt going, to have to _ 

wrestle kids like aR Wells, who can can ches, 

250 a . 
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But then I found out who 1. DID have +o wrestle, 

and J would have traded for. eiaiy Wells ina. 

heartbeat. | Ppt 

(GREG, YOU’ ae BEN 

Fregley- Was. 5 the only tae light Breuch2 to back in, = 

weight class. -And_apparently Fregley was Ae 

attention when Mr Underwood was giving 

instructions, because. he pinned. me. every. Ae, wy 

you could. | imagine. — on spent my seventh period it ae 

getting. WAY. more _familiar_with. ag than 

ever_wanted. tobe. 



Tuesday Losi nin tuiee tocar sd ile ole 
This wrestling unit has totally. +urned_our_school ee. 

upside. down..Now kids are wrestling in the hallways, 

in the classrooms, ‘ou_name_it. But the fifteen _ 
minutes after lunch where. they. let us outside is 
the worst... ase ey SRT ee ee Oaks Mn 

You cant walk five feet without trip Ping over a 

couple of kids going at it. I. just try to_keep 
my distance. _And_ mark. my words, one of these 
fools is going to_roll_right on. +o the Cheese. and 
start the. Cheese Touch all “over again, 

st 



My. other. dig. problem. is that IT have to wrestle. 

Fregley every. single. day. But this morning T 

realized something. Tf LT can move out of - 

oo —— class, J. wont have +o wrestle 

So. today L ue = cd oe Atieek. =e 

socks and. shirts. T6: get _ into... the. next... 

AE <<. Saat eae 

T realized JT was. gonna. have +o gain. mae for 

real. At first T thought 1 should just start 
loading. Upon. nie food.,. ut then. ae had.a. Ya 

better. idea. Se ee ee 
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T. decided +o. gain. ee weight in MUSCLE, not fat. 

Te + never ce all. ee acetabicgetthing os 

into. shape. before, but this wrestling unit has 

made me. rethink things. ee. se a8 

er
 

in_handy down. the road. 

The football unit is coming._in the spring, and— et 

they. split the teams up into shirts and skins. 

And T ALWAYS ie put. on2skings 5 5s oe 

i. shink they_do ad to. als oe the coo Sage 
kids feel ashamed of themselves. es 
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TAT. cah_pack oh some muscle now, itll be a — 

whole different story next April. Ly 

—Y¥OURE-ON—} 

Tonight, _atter_dinner,1- got Mom. and Dad 

together and told them. my plan. TL. told them. . 

was_going to. need some serious_exercise- oar Li 

and some. oe ee ama 

T showed. ene Some- en seabien L st at. 

the store so. ae could see how. iiss oe me 

going, to be. = rahe 

8/ 



Mom.didnt really Say anything. at first, but Dad 

was pretty enthusiastic. 1 think he was just 

glad- T hada change. of heart from. how 1 used 

to be when 1 wasa kid - 

But Mom said if T wanted a weight set, 1 was 

going to. have +o prove that J could stick with — 

an_exercse. regime. She said T could_do that 

doing sit-ups and jumping jacks for two weeks. 

: bd a * ean thet the nly may ve : 
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Then. Dad_said if T wanted_a bench press, eh aie 

should keep my fingers crossed. for Christmas. 

But Christmas is a month and_a. half away. And_ 

if. J. get. pinned- by Fregley. one_more. time, i Soe 

gonna have a nervous breakdown. 

So Hicks sa Mom. bid. Dad ee bah. to be 

any help. _And- that means. Tim. going. to have to 

take aN hands, as_usual, 

et Nee re 

es uli wait to start m oe Re 

programme. today. Even though Mom wouldnt let 

meget. the. equipment. T needed, IT wasnt going, 

to let that hold me back. = 
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So 1 went into the fridge and emptied out the— 

milk and orange juice and filled the. jugs with whe 

sand. Then 4. taped them to a broomstick, and — 

T had myself a as dee LY, <s ne 

After. that, JT made a bench Pits: 7) 

ironing. board and some boxes. Once 1 had that — 

all SMR ate ok aes =e 

L eens a spotting partner, so. L rs 

Rowley. And when he showed up at my. sie 7 
wearing some. ridiculous getup, T knew T made 

a_mistake inviting him + 
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a: made Rowley use the bench press first, mostly. 

because JT wanted to see if the broomstick was 

going to hold. ae 

He did about five reps, and he was ready to 

quit, but T wouldn+ let him. That's what a 

good. training partner 4S. for, to. wee a 3 

ae 5a _, Ae eee 

pee FIFTEEN MORE! ae ee 

L oe Rowley a wash t going +to 4 as. Serious 

about weight lifting as] was, so 1 decided +o 

ary _out_an experiment. +o test his dedication. 

Tn the middle of. Rowley's. set, J went and got 

this. phony nose_and moustache Rodrick has in his 

junk drawer. — yee = oa ee ee 

ve 



And right when Rowley had the barbell in the 

“down. position, T leaned over and looked at him. 

Sure. enough, Rowley TOTALLY lost his 

concentration. He couldnt even get the barbell 

off his chest. IT +hought about helping him out, 

but then 1 realized that if Rowley didnt gets. 

serious about working out, he was never going +5... 

get to. my level. Se ere ONY Sane x) ue 

ae eventually had +o rescue him, because he started 

biting the milk. jug to let the sand leak out. 
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After. Rowley. got. off the bench. press, it was 

time for my set. But. Rowley said he didn+. feel 

like. working. out. any more, and he went home. 

ae ae t oe hed an Seething, = ee 

But J. guess hed cant expect. everyone to have. 

the same_kin _of dedication as. ng es tee ale Ge haa CA 

Today in. Geography » we biti a. quiz, id t La: 

to. Says Tre been. looking, forward to this one_for 

a long, time. 

The quiz_was on state capitals, and 1 sit in 

the back of the room, right next to this giant 

map oft the United States. All the capitals are. 

written in big red_print, so T knew T had this. 

one_in the. bag. ie 1S See 

x) 



But right before the test got started, Patty 
Farrell piped up from the front of the room. 

Patty +old Mr_Tra that be had cover up the 

United States map before we got started. 

So. thanks. +o Patty, TL ended up-flunking the — | 

viz. And_1_will definitely be lookina for_a_way__ q ; "9 ‘é 
+o pay her back for that one. 
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Tight Hon came_up to. sit room, chil Sh bik a. 

flyer in her hand. As soon_as J saw it, T knew. 

EXACTLY what itwas. 

T+ was _alh_alnnouncement that the school is having. 

+ryouts fora winter. pla Man, 1 should have 

thrown that thing out when I saw it on the 
kitchen table. 

T BEGGED her not to make me. sign. UP. Those 

school plays _are. always. musicals, and the last 

+hing. T need is to have to. Sing a solo_in. ae 

of the whole school. 

But. Ala disap iiss +o. are was. ek an 

more. sure. should_ doit. ame OD 
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Mom. said the only. way T was. going to. be “well-_ 

rounded. was "Y — different pseu 

Dad-c came_in- Pee room to. ee was. going on. 

T told Dad that Mom was. making, me Sigh. up_for 

the school play, and that if T had to start _ 

going to. play practices, it ec ee 5. Piles: up 

zs weight: lifting schedule. 

aa ee ae coe Sie Dad sabe a de Dad- 

and Mom. argued. for_a few minutes, but Dad was 

ho mastch fete: PA ope. obs a eee 

So re means. tomorrow. ay, - ‘to. ideas for 

the school ee SR ORS 

Evia 

The. si they're dns ie yeu ist 5 The. pidial rit 

of Oz". A lot of kids came. wearing costumes. for. 

the. parts they were trying, out for. 
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Te never even seen. +he movie, so for me, it was. 

like walking. ittoxa freak’ shows se vo es 

Mrs Norton ce the music_director ,_made. -S¥eryone sing 

“My Country Tis of Thee” so. she could hear our 

singing, voices. did my_singing tryouts with a 

bunch of other boys whose_moms_made them come pl 



T have no idea _what_a “soprano. bie: but from 

the “ some_of the girls were giggling T knew. 

it wasn ta ee thing. We Pe a. 

te outs went on. Lad: the al, oe came 

with auditions for Dorothy, who I. guess is. the — 

lead character_in the a: 2 tn Be 

And HS a * out ficst a Patty pe 7 

ne thought about tr ing out for the part of the 

Witch, because 1 heard that in the play, the 

Witch does all sorts of mean things to Dorothy. 

But then somebody told me theres a Good Sia 

and a Bad Witch, and with my luck, Td end up. 

getting picked. to be the. mie one. - ine 

98 



Monday oe ied, 4 Siete EAP Baty: 

T was hoping Mrs_ Norton would just cut_me_from 

the play , but today she said that everyone who 

+ried out is going to get.a part. So lucky me. 

Mrs. Norton showed “The Wizard of Oz" movie so- 

everyone would know the story. T was tr Ing to. 

figure out what. part 1 should play ‘ but pretty. ‘. 

much every character has +o sing or dance at one 

point or another. But about halfway through the 

movie, ae figured out what part af wanted to 

sigh up for. Tim going to sigh up +o bea Tree, 



Getting to peg Patty Farrell with. apples in 

front ofa live audience would be my dream come- 

true. 1 ma actually have to thank Mom for 

making me do this. play ‘once its all over, 

Ane Pre. movie_ keels L Bpiibeli up to. ee a hei 

Unfortunately, _a_bunch of other. guys. had the 

same_idea_as me, So_ LT guess. there area lot of — 

guys who have a bone to me 32 with. partis Sciercliant 

Wednesday — Sd . Sicha ae B23 0sd ok anes 

Well, like Mom always says, be careful what you _ 

wish for. 1. got picked to bea. Tree, but J 

don+ know if that's sucha good thing. The Tree 

costumes_dont. actually have arm holes, so 1 guess. 

that_rules out. ae apple- throwing. ite tee 

sever POOH 5 es! 
3 @ Te 



T should_ probably feel lucky. that T gota 

speaking, part at all. They. had too many a 

trying out, -and_not. enough roles,..so had. 

sae ocltas characters. esas 

oe James. Oey out_+to. dis “8 oy ae a. 

he got stuck with being the Shae ods ok. 

Friday poner as Se TA ae oe ee 

Sa how 1 said 7 was lucky to get a 

speaking part? Well, today T. found out only. 

have one line in the whole. play. es whe it_when_. 

eae oe an sim off = bran 
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That means sf have to go +o_a two-hour. practice 

sae ih oe To can eg ier ward? oss 

Lin ne to. ‘Ade Rabid ‘James - spe a cleniat 

deal_as the Shrub. He found a way to sneak a 

video game _into his costume, and Tl bet that 

ae makes the time 90 fe 

ie now. w Ton trying to_ slate ¥ ys: to. geben 

Norton to kick me out of the play. But when 

you only have ohne word to 8 it’s eet hard to 

mess up your lines. 
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; _ DECEMBER 

Thursday = 

The play is only a couple “4 days. a ae 2 

have no idea how were. going to. pull. this. thing a8 | 

eat we al (l, nobody has bothered Rieck akin. 

lines, and that's all Mrs Norton's fault. 

De etoile ve a Rae Pitoers he 

lines to them from the side of the stage. 

“GET THAT 
YOU'RE PRETTY!, a —S ~ 

% N 
‘Ti. cer 3 

. vie how its. going, +o go next st Tuesday 

when. Mrs: Norton. 4S. sitting. ats her. Piano. ay 

feet. ia Ba EE th SON ee 
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Another. thing that's screwing everything up_is aris 

that Mrs Norton keeps adding. hew scenes and 

new..characters. bt Digit 26 SS AS ea ee. 

Yesterday » she brought in this first-grader to 

play Dorothy's . dog ; Toto. But today, the kid's — 

mom_came_ih_alnd said she wanted her child- tp Bee 

walk around_on two legs, because crawling around 

on.all fours would be too “degrading. for ts HS 

So_now_weve gota dog that's agonna be walking — 

around on his hind. legs for the whole show. 

But the worst. change is that Mrs. Norton actually. ; 

wrote a song that us TREES have +o_sing.- Soa 

She said everyone “deserves” a chance to sing in. 

the play. ow nena Bee 9 Ne a al er ea 
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So today we spent an hour. learning. the worst 

song that's ever been written. 

Thank God Rodrick wont bein the audience to 

see_me humiliate myself. Mrs Norton said the 

play is going to be a_semiformal occasion. and 1 

know theres no was Rodrick. 1S_goilng- +o_wear a— 

tie for_a middle-school play.. POS Net a ae 

But today wasnt all bad. Towards the end of —. 

practice, Archie Kelly tripped cover Rodney James 

and chipped his tooth because he couldn+ stick 

his arms cout to break his fall... 

105 



oe ae ‘gpd news_iS, is, theyre Jeeaihchs _us vies ers 

carve out arm holes for the performance. — 

Teck _Was. rd ae a oxiilitind of "The Sek 

of Oz". The first sign that things were not going to_ 
ge. well happened before the EA even started. 

was. i ooahives sthdeeallas 

the curtain to check out > 

how manny people showed Zt 

up to see the play, nh foe 

guess who was oo peer | 

right. up front? Ms SE 

brother Rodrick, wearing > 

a. clip- ae ” Re 
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He must. have found out fe was. Singing if and he. : 

couldnt resist the chance to see me. Coen eee 

the phys was. eicgibebe a to start at ag OO, a it_got 

ae because. “eA James had_ a me . 

You'd ioe rey Someone. ils oe it_was._ to. sit 

on the stage and. do- hothing could just suck it_up 

for_one. performance. But Rodney. wouldn+ budge, 

and. everrtually his mom had to. carry him off. 

The play finally got started around oO: 

Nobody. could remember their lines, just. likey 

predicted, _but Mrs Norton kep+- a moving 

along. with her pate se 

107 



The kid who played Toto brought a_ stool and a 

pile of comic books on to the stage, cand that 

totally ruined the whole. “dog effect. ia. 

| ESE my 
ae 

When it was time for the forest scene, me and 

the other. Trees. hopped into _our positions. The 

curtains.rose, and. when they did + heard Pe 

Manny's Voice. 
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Great. T have been able to. keep. that nickname 

quiet. for five years, and now_all of a sudden the. 

whole town knew it. 1 could feel about 300. pairs 

of oo ee ea 2] > Stee eee 

So L dd Some_ wie. bie “ibbing Sad = was oS +o 

deflect the. Bo aoe aay ue 

StS, 

Bethe n major eo ce: was. aa on. CReS 

_ When 1 heard Mrs Norton. steyes the 

fa few bars of “We Three Trees’, 1 fel+ ea 

stomach. jump. ADO Poaceae eee 

Sill: kee seks: Pate cand J noticed 

Rodrick. was holding a Video-camera. 
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Zi knew that if ey sang the song and. Rodrick. a 

recorded it, he would keep the. tape forever and_ 

use it to humiliate me_for the. rest of my life. Se 822 

T. didn+ know what todo, so when the time came 

to start singing, TL just kept my mouth shut. 

For_a few seconds there, things went ON Tai 

figured that if T didnt technically sing the — a 
song, then Rodrick wouldn+ have any thing, +o. ny 

hold over_my head. But after a few. seconds, the 

other “Trees noticed T wasnt “SIADI Gs ao haha St 

110 



T_ guess they sel must Ve. thought F knew something 

that they didnt, so the: stopped singing Sate <5. al 

—, DO SPY A MAIDEN \ 

Now the three of us were just standing there, aT, 

Ait 



The Song, is_onl about three minutes long, but a 

+o_me_it felt like an hour_and_a half. J was just 

praying the curtains would go down so we could _ 

hop off the Stage. aptly. St SURG on Bek Jews eS 

That's when 1 noticed Pat Farrell standing in 

the wings. And if looks could kill ,_us “Trees would 

be dead. She probably thought we were ruining her 

chances.of making tt_to. Broadway or something. mtd 



Pretty soon , the rest of the Trees started. 

3 throwing apples, too. 1 think Te oto even got in 

on the act. _ Sacbs oe Wake : 

Somebody. at ae ee ae og Pate 

head, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs a 

had. to. shut down the play after that, because _ 

Patty cant see two feet in front of her 
without her. glasses. 

After the pla: was_over, my family went home 

together. Mom had. brought a Douquet of flowers,. 

and J guess. they. were. supposed +o be for me. 

But she ended up aa: them in the trash can- 

on the. ae out the door. — ae 

L ist! ee eed everyone coe came to see iia: 

ee was_as entertained as 1 was. 
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Wednesda 

Well, if one good shinai came out. me os play, it it's 

that. T dont have to ee about the Bene: see 

nickname wey more. _ 

ie Saw ‘adele Kelly with: ren the balhery aad. 

after fifth period. today, so it looks like T can 

- start to breathe a little easier. 

Sunda 

With all this stuff going on_at eet tL Nae 
even had time to think about Christmas. And. it’s 
less than ten days away. 
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Tn fact, the only thing +hat tipped me off 

that Christmas was coming, was when. Rodrick put 

his wish list up on. the refrigerator. i= Seon 

-+3--Shronken head 

f usually make_a big wish. list every year, but 

this Christmas, all T really want is this video 

game called Twisted Wizard. _ 

Tonight Manny was going through the Christmas 

catalogue, picking out all the stuff he wants - 

with a big red marker. Manny was circling every. 

single. toy in the catalogue. He was_eVven circling 

really. expensive things like a_giant motorized car 

ind Stubble thas «beet h neato 
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So 1 decided to step in and give him some. ree 

big-brotherly ndings Blames $b ae 

i. told him that if he circled stuff that was 
too expensive, he was going to end_up with a 

bunch of clothes for Christmas. 1 said he 

should ust pick. three_or. four_medium-priced YoeeZ 

gifts so_he. would_end_up witha couple of aur: 

things he actually wakleds 2 FN no ee eee 

But abe course. se Many oe went tere to. Per Ze 

everything again. Sao guess. hell. an have to 

learn the hard ee 

wie t was. seven, he an yin Tirealyys 1 

wanted for Christmas was_a. eee Dream House._ 

And NOT because 1 like =o aya ibe do Acolae 

Rodrick said. ues 
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LT just thought it would be a really awesome fort. 

for. rey: toy Soldier tok he bs: ? 

When Mom and Dad_saw my wish list that year, * 

they gotin a_big fight over it. Dad said there was 

ho way he was. getting mea doll’s house, but Mom 

said it_was. healthy. for me to. “experiment with 

whatever kind of toys T wanted to play with. 

Some toys +hat were more ‘appropriate. for doys. i 

But. havea secret weapon when it comes. to 

Christmas. My Uncle Charlie always gets_me whatever 

T want. 1 told him T wanted the Barbie Dream 

House ) and. he said hed. hook. PRED a 

47 



On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me my 

gift, it was NOT what 1 asked for. He mustVe 

walked into the toy store and. picked up the first 

ae: he saw that had the word “Barbie” oe 

on it. PR SO aie Se ee 

So.if you eVer see a_ picture of me where Tm 

holding a Beach Fun Barbie, now at least sie tutys 

know the whole eae ; 

Dad wash t ital happy when he saw. eal 2s Uncle 

Charlie got_me. He told me to_either throw it 

out.or give it away to charity. LL 

oud I: ep it ante. And OK, Vetted maybe 

T. took it out and played with it once_or twice. 
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That's how. 1 ended. up in. the emergency. room.......... 

two weeks later with a pink Barbie shoe stuck up. 

my nose. And believe me, Rodrick has never let _ 

me hear the end of THAT. _ 

Thursday 

Tonight me_and Mom went out to geta gitt for 

the Giving Tree at church. The Giving Tree is 

basically a Secret Santa kind of thing where you 

geta gitt for someone whois wee eee} 

Mom ‘ished outa. if wool..sweater Loe our... 

Giving, Tree so A 

TL. tried +o.talk Mom. into. getting. something Geers 

lot_cooler, like a TV_ ora. slushie. machine | a 

somethiteilike the SF 
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Because imagine if all you got_at Christmas was _ 

a wool sweater. Ee ee is Oe ee 

° 

Tm sure our Giving Tree guy will throw his sweater 

in the trash, along with the ten cans of yams we 

sent his way during, the Thanksgiving, Food Drive. 

Christadg.. aithes 50) Steir es ei Sori oe 

When J woke. up this moming and went downstairs ” 

+here were about a million gifts under_the Christmas. 

tree. But when 1 started digging ‘around, there 

were hardly any gifts with pry hame_oh them 
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But Manny made out like a bandit. He. got EVERY 

single thing he circled in the. catalogue, no. lie. 

So Til bet he’s. glad he didnt listen to me. 

t did Poe a. colle fhe oS my Name.on 

them, but they. were —- books and socks a 

stuff like that. ane 

I stein en bephie! in ee corner. Sed be 

couch, because J dont like opening gitts near 

Dad. Whenever someone opens.a gift, Dad swoops 

right in_and. cleans up after them. 
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Bf gave Manny a to helicopter and 1 gave 

Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave 

mea book, too,- but of course he didnt wrap it. 

The book he got me was “Best of Lil Cutie”. “Lil 

Cutie” is the worst comic_in the newspaper, and_ 

Rodrick knows how much J hate it. T think +this 

is the fourth year ina row 1Ve. get. a “Lil Cutie” 

book from him 

te gave “_ ae et ree ajfts. t bp er 

the same kind of thing gre 19 but are 

eat that stuff up. 
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The rest of the relatives started showing up 

around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came_at noon. _ 

sia, Charlie desu a. big eck: wm fall ve 

gifts, and he. a i ar, out of the a 

of the. adi a 

The. package _was the exact. right size. and. shape. a 

+o bea “lwisted Wizard game, so T knew Uncle 

Charlie _came- through. for_me. Mom got the camera. 

ready and T +ere. open_my gift. AICS ES, 5: Se 
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But it was just_an, 8x10 picture of Uncle Charlie 

Diss guess. T didnt doa good job of hiding my — ~~ 

disappointment, and Mom got mad. All 1 can say. 

en or glad Tm still.a kid, because if T had to 

act happy about the kinds of gifts grown-ups cas 

get, 1 dont think T could. pull re! eee 



tT went. rd my room to take a break for a- 

eo. was too. iy ae Seer Sete ds jer 

And) bai 5 Maes ine to. ay pe gage there , 

was_a_brand- -new weight set. oe J 
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That thing must have cost a fortune. T didnt — 

have the heart to tell Dad that J kind of lost+— 

interest in the whole. weight-lifting thing when 

the. wrestling unit ended last week. So T- ee 

said “thanks” instead. mG 

t ak Dad w was 5 tapesteted ES cand 

start doing some_reps_or something, but 1 just 

excused myself and_went back inside. em 

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out. 

<2 was. casiptead on arg ck satin oes play. 

with his. toys, feeling pre thy sor myself. 

Then. Mom came ‘up +o_me_and sai pee: 

found_a_gif+ behind the piano with my name on 

ie _and_ it. said, “From Santa. ———— ae 
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The box was war too big _for “Twisted Wizard, but 

Mom_pulled the-same “big. box’ trick on me last 

yeak: when she got mea memory card formy 2 

So I ripped_open the package and_pulled. out my 

present. Only _this wasnt “Twisted Wizard, either. 

T+ was a_giant red wool: sweater. 

At first 1 thought Mom was playing some a. 

kind_of practical jokeon me, because this. 

sweater was the same. kind we bought for_our. 

But Mon seemed ettty confused, too._She said 

she DID buy. mea Video game, and that she had- 
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And then. L figured it-out. 1 told Mom. there_ 

must have been some _kind of mix-up, and 1 got 

_ the Giving Tree guys gift, and he got mine. ae 

Mom said she used the same kind of wrapping — 

—paper_for both _of our gifts , So she _mustVe is 

_written the wrong names on. the tags. ee 

But then Mom said that this was really a good — 

_thing, because the Giving Tree ayy Was. probably 

: really happy he got-such.a_great igift, 34 Lact 
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Thad to. explain. that you. needa. game. Serer 

and_a_ IV +o. play Twisted Wizard, so the. game 

was. een Fag) SS pare ne 

Besithcushd my CHAS was hot going, ree 
great, T'm_sure_it was. _going..a. whole lot worse. 

for the Giving Tree guy. oe a. ee 

oo ES ee 
Christmas, and J headed. up-to. 3) ogame v. 
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L forgot to_geta gt for Bedesfs so J just 

slapped_a a bow on the “Lil Cutie” book Rodrick — 

gave. Me. 

And ee ee 7 

Rowley’ a oe a_lot Be, eae <3 can 

wae count_on_ peers 5 gift. 7 

ee Backes agit ee ra year e splalas out. my 

gift himself. Then he ee aye me_ outside to_show. 

me_ what it Wass. | 7 ies 

fos noe way y Rowley: was. + hyping hs resent, T 

though+ he must have got 
ora motorcycle or. something. gchortn ation pred : 
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But once_again, J let my hopes get too high. — 

Rowley got _me_a. Big Wheel. as guess. T would 

have thought this was_a_cool. gift when was_in_ 

the third : grade, : but. a: have. no idea what. Tm i 

ee with. one Lo eee Se 6 eke eee 

ae _Was_So- Set ew at Seay L ae 

my best to act like T was happy. anyway. eee ae 

We went a, ers. al Pavey sh ene me. ee 

Christmas. loot... _ 
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He sure gota lot more stuff than 1 did. He 

evern_got Twisted Wizard, so atleast J can play. 

it when 1 come- up to his house. That is, until 

peer dad finds out how. violent 6. Sig 

And ig a mane aif ‘never seen someone as. 

Rowley_with his.“Lil Cutie” book. His mom said it 

ee a, thing on his list that he didnt get. 

Well, Tin a SOMEONE goto e a hey 

wanted. a e 
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ee led me ae Many were. die sae in 

the basement. I founda TKR i Bell oi yewad. : 

Tier thE Sine hin pretending thet Tw ae 
going. to make him eat it. 

euce Ta \G ammo 

Sree, San eee 
slapped- my. hand and mad

e_me. 4 rop. Bee hicsit 

hat? That fool_swallowed 
it. 
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Well, Manny completely lost his mind. He ran 

upstairs +to where Mom was, and 1 knew J was 

in big trouble. = 3 oseee) worse ee Jz 

Manny aa te ities eata hactadeas ae 

told her there. oe and that it was 

a re mt ball of thread. 

Mom sboiliae Many ov over to. itis ese me 25 

Then she pet a_seed, a raisin anda grape on a - 

plate and told Manny. -to_point to the +hing 

that was the closest in size to the. piece. bb Ss 

thread he swallowed. = 
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ae to look over the- eM oh 

the. Pa | 

SU he edd over to. i he refrigerator =o ee 

pulled. out_anorangé.— 

So thats. why got sent to bed at 7:00 and 

Tm not downstairs watching the New Years Eve — 

special_on. Sn ee eS 

And: that's alcd.hy- my obly: New Neat 
resolution. is to.never play with Manny again. Miotherd 
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Wednesday 

T_found_a way +o have some fun with the Big Wheel 
Rowley _got- me_for Christmas. J. came up with this 
game where. one_ guy. rides _down the hill and the 

other guy-tries to_knock him off-with a football. 

Rowlenns tie ney tie RMON el 

a 

T+s alot harder +o hit.a moving target than T 
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Rowley. kept ates to. ate places. and. have me. 

ae oa ree Was hitting thicty- fas — an 

hour, and it didnt have a. brabegce oc 

Be WAY.» pry never. iy: oes Rowley off ‘a Big 

Wheel today. But I. guess. T have. ieee to 

work at_over. the. rest of. Christmas Nacation.... 

aie or up to. Rowley’ ie to. lg our... 

Big. Wheel. game_again,. but Mom_said J had to~ 

finish. my. Christmas taal T went 

out_anywhere. ee eset = aD Eset 
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af thought JT could just. crank out my thank-you 

cards ina half hour, but when it came to- pars 

pee them,. ue mind went blank. 

ae me. ales ou, its not. easy wet eeuge “you 

notes for stuff. you didnt want in the first. place. 

L Pees ey oat (obetetae items, eae i 

thought theyd be easiest. But after two or 
three cards, J realized J was- practically writing, 

the same ies oe Fiebhee ics. “seve 3. eer ee 

So Et wrote_up.a. pbati. Recall on. ec at BS ae 

with blanks for the things that needed to change. 
Writing the cards. from there was a breeze, 
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Dear ae pee ay 

: Thank you so much for tice awesome mer
 edia | ! 

How did you know I wanted that for oa ee 

: Se: lees ee very own | — 

—eneyclopedia——- 

| Thank | k yours for or makeing th this the best Christmas ever! | 

__ Sincerely, vr 

: Dear Aurvt Loretta = a 225 : 

| Thank-you-so-much forthe awesome- pants 

How did you know I wanted that for Christenad?, ok Reads 

—Hove the way the ele -—fooks on my” ge, 

All n my y friends will be so jealous that I have m my very own 

fa ants: ae 

| Thank you f for nck this the best Christmas a ee ke 
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BF finally knocked Rowley off the Big Wheel today, 

but it didnt happen the way I expected. T Wass 

trying to hit him in the shoulder, but T missed — 

and the football went under the front tyre. :33 

= 

Rowley tried +o-break his fall by sticking out his 

arms, but he landed pretty hard on his left 

hand. figured hed just shake it off and get 

right back on the bike, but he didnt. = 

TL. tried to cheer him up, but all the jokes s that 

usually crack him_up werent working. — 
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So T knew he must be hurt pretty shad 2 cit 

\DARR DARR DARR.// 

Monday _ Se Ss ek eee ee Cee ee 

Ch ristmas Vacation is over, and. now_were back. 

at school. And you remember. Rowley's Big. Wheel. 

accident? Well, he broke his hand, and now he has 

+to_weara_cast. And today --everyone was crowding 2% 

around him like he wasa hero. or something. font 
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T. tried +o cash in on some of Rowley's new 

popularity, but it totally. backfired. 

A tak. a ae: of gis tel Roe eto 

ae table _so_ a him. 

tlds really ‘Shoks hncisbla espe ledaa Veloce 
Bowley is. right- -handed, and_it's his LEFT hand_ 

that's broken. So he can feed himself gaa: 

THz 



Tuesday 

T realized. Rove's jucything_ is apr ‘posh 

racket, so J decided it was time for menispond 

an injury of a 

LT took some bandages from home, and 1 aay | 

up. . hand to make it look like it was hurt. 

pe couldnt figure out why the girls werent 

swarming, me_like they. swarmed pit but then 

T realized what the problem. was. 

See, ee cast isa a. ace ie. everyone 

wants +to sign their name on it. But its not. o 

ay ae > ae cine tle ORME Senet 

i 



So JT came up with a. solution that T thought 
was just as good. arte 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
BE THE FIRST ONE 

\____ TO SIGN MY 
SYMPATHY SHEET? 

WO 

people, but. believe me, they were not the type 
of people T was_going for. & e 

AT YOUR 
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Last week we started the third quarterat 

school, so now 1 have a whole bunch of new 

classes. One_of the classes J signed up for is 

something called Independent Study. - pees ait 

T WANTED +o. Sigh. up. for. Home. Economics 2 we 

because J was. ee goed at Home Ec 1. 

Bt dng a at sewing oe. not ot scl by 

ame: oints at school. 7 

ee ACTUALLY, i . 2 Sas 

EMBROIDERED, : 

He peed ined thing am iA 
siceddnchl te re. 3 cout.at_our_school. for. 

the first time. 
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The idea_is that the class gets assigned a pro pject, 

and then. ou have to work on it together with no. 

teacher _in the room for the whole quarter. mae’ 

The catch is that when youre done, everyone in 

your_group- gets. the same grade. TL found out 

that Ricky Fisher is in my class, which could be 

a big problem. pod tp bs boy 2 tet oh = 

Ricky's big claim to fame is that hell pick the — 
gum. off the bottom of a desk and chew it i 

pay. him fifty cents. So J dont_really have high 

hopes for our final_grade. 

Today we_ got our Independent Study assignment, 

and. guess. what itis? We have +o build a robot. 

At first everybody _kind. ool Recent tie octal 

we. thought we were going to have +o build the 

robot from scratch. = 
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But Mr Darnell told us we dont have to. build an 

actual_robot. We just need to come up with ideas. 

for what our_robot- might look. like and what. 

kinds of things it would be able to do.. 

Then he left the room, and we_were_oh our own. 

We. started brainstorming right away. _wrote 

down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard. 

= : Coa ae ae 

pete ta the robot would | _—————aa 
do myhomework Bam 

BE dothedishes  (emmuel 
make my ae : ; 

Everybody was pretty impressed with my_ideas, 

but it was easy +o come up. with them. All J. 

did was write down all the. things lates: facts 

Bak bdeslebolethe _gitls.got_up. to the front of. pax 

the room, and they had some ideas of their own. 

They erased my list_and_drew_up_+heir a own_plan. tok. 
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The wanted to invent a robot that would. give. rea 

you dating advice and have ten nie of = er 

on.its- fingertips. — : Be: 

All_us. aus eS stupidest idea _ 

we_ever heard. So we- ended_up- splitting into two. 

groups, girls and. boys. The. Doys. went to the — 

other side of the room while the. ag stood — 

around. ANG Bee ern 2 Pras aE IN 

ce Shadi we. we all blawa serious. aie in_one— 

place, we got to work. Someone had the idea 

that you. can Say your name _to- the: robot and_it- 

cah. - it back +o ae: Le ee ce ‘ 

VERS nice to 
i meet wou BOB. ae ee 
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But then someone_else_pointed. out that Busta: 

shouldn't be able to_use bad words for your 

name, because the robot shouldn+ be able to _ 

swear. So we decided we should come. up_with a_ e 

list of all the bad words the robot shouldnt be 

able to rs 

We came. up with all the regular. bad words, but 

then. Ricky, Fisher came. up with. twenty more the. 

rest of us had never even heard before... 

So. Ricky ee. up. ica one ae a most. cabkati 

contributors_on- — a witerts Geen th oo etd 

Richa befiee rere rang a Darnell came. 

back in the room to check on our Progress. He 

ao ena of. paper we were ear on 

and read it over. , | 
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To.make.a long story short, Independent. Study 

is cancelled for the rest of the pe 3 divi teags 

Wel, at. eka itis ee us. ines # ae Alok 

in the future are. going, around with che ee 

gloss. for he at least now. Wt lo on ae 

all. got. started. iS 

Th. mee today they Wi a. gpl assenby and 

showed the movie “T+ Great to Be Me’, which 

aon show_us — ee 

the. moWie_is all OF i. ea you. ae he happy bs a 

with who. you. are_and Meo 

about. yourself. 
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Tobe honest with. you, TL think that's a really. 

nee oe to. eG kids, aie g: acts 

Saas tg ethene et NS oo, 

on on,. they. suds ‘aln_alnnouncement ecie “ 

there are some. openings on. the. rele ak ee 

and that ra me. wragcg Lats 

Ths ‘Someonhe- bck. ona. Safety Pict see: it-cah. shoei 

them. suspended. The. way x. figure eae 2% cah..use. 

2 et protection T can. get. EE ARAN re Rs cS 

Plucis e cue a abe beng ina. * poston 

of authori ity could. be. good. aS ae eee 
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CAN WE. PLEASE. (og ees 
CROSS THE ew 

STREET NOW? | 

T went down to Mr Winsky's office and signed 

myself up, and 1 got Rowley to sign up, too. — 

Tha Mr_Winsky would make us do a bunch 

of chin-ups or jumping, jacks or something to =r 

prove we were up for the job, but he just. ae 

handed us our belts and badges on the spot. 

152 



Mr Winsky said the openings were fora special. a 

assignment. Our. school_is- right next to the 

elementary school, and. ay > a oo 

eee there. 

in the. datiun ms the day. “a coneel ahi meant. 

we would miss twenty minutes of Pre-Al gebra. nal Ses 

Rowley must have figured _that- out, too, because 

he started to. speak. up. But J. gave. him_a_wicked— 

pinch. underneath the desk before he could finish 

his. Sentence. 

WOULD. MISS _ 

L ise lel S buick Be was. eet instant. Ph. 

protection and_a_free. pass from half of Pre-Algebra, f 

and 1 didnt even have +o lita finger, __ 
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Tuesday Jatiies shh pos see 

Today was. our first day as Safety Patrols. Me and — 

Rowley dont technically have stations like all the 

other Patrols, so that means we dont have +o stand 

out in the. freezing cold for_an hour before school. 
~~ 

But that. didnt ‘Stop _us_from coming, to. the — it 

cafeteria for the free hot chocolate they hand 

out to the other Patrols before homeroom. 

Another great perk is that you. get to show up 

ten. minutes late for first period. oe 5 



Tm. telling, yous Tre - made with this 

Safety Patrol thing. ue | 

ee Rowley lef school nd_walked_ 

the. kindergartners home. The whole tri P we rs 

forty- -five. minutes, and there were only. twenh 

minutes of. . ea lef+ when we. aa back. 

Walking ie Ee aa was_no..sweat.. =e one et 

the kindergartners. started +o smell_a little fase. 

and 2 2 ae he had_an_accident in his. -? 

ecicial, Blot me india Ft Meat: i ea ust 

stared straight ahead and- kept walking. st | So 

take these kids home, but believe me, 1 didnt 

sign up for Ses ei ae 
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_FEBRUARY 

Wednesday 2 

Today it_snowed for the first time. we winter, 

and school was cancelled. We were supposed to t 

have a test in. Pre-Algebra, and Tve kind of — 

slacked off ever since 1 paeerae ES Patrol. 

So Twas. — eh oh ore ; 

a wie only ae we oe sto_come_over.. fee 

him have been talking about. building, the world's 

biggest showman for the. past. couple. , > Re 

And a ts Say abe die bids Snowman, 

Tim not kidding. Our goal is to. get into the 

“Guinness Book of World Records”. 
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But ever: / time weve got -serious_about going, for 

the record, all the snow has melted, and weve 

missed_our_window_of- opportunity. So this. ue | 

T wanted +o. sie started oe C 

When. Roilley came over, we. 5 a calhie ae ‘ 

first snowball to make the base. 1 figured the. 

base was going to have to be at least eight feet 

tall_on_its own if we wanted to have a shot at. 

breaking the- record. But the. snowball got real. 

heavy, and we had +to take a bunch of breaks in- 

between rolls so wecould catch our breath. 
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During _one_of our breaks, Mom came_outside to_go 

+o the grocery store, but our snowball was blocking 

her car in. So we. gota little free labour out of her. 

After our break, me and Rowley -pushed that 

snowball until -we_couldn+t push itvany further. 

But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess 

we had pidideod i, ‘slew Mamita ao: ibe eee ase 
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The e snowball had got SO. heavy that it tore. up 

all the turf Dad had ve laid down last autumn... 

Bs cing ad snow ae more. ee mee 

and_cover. up cour_tracks, but just like that ae ee 

stopped Showing. 2 =e ae ce 

uebole Schad es alts bopsitc Showman 

was. starting. to fall. apart. So J came. up. with a_ 

better_idea for our snowball. 

+time_it snows, the kids from. Whirley 
Street _use_our hill for. a even Pang ah 

isnt their. neighbourhood. 
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So. tomorrow morning, when the. Whirley. Street 

kids come marching up- cour_hill, me- mpesaees: 

going, to teach those. ee a lesson. 

J bea morning, sae Snow was. 

already starting +o melt. So T +old. Rowley +o 

hurry. up. and. get down to. a OW a. hice ike 2 as 

wlhile can was. waiting fe Rowley +o show up, i ber 

watched. Manny. tr ing to. build a inscheadcuesatl 

the Paris of snow that were lef+ over 

from_our_snowball._ 
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T+ was. actually kind of -pathetic. as ee es 

T really couldnt help. doing what 1 did next. - 

Unfortunately. forme, right at that moment, 

Dad_was_at the front window... 



Dad was ALREADY mad at me for tearing wpe it f 

the turf, so T knew T was. in for it. T heard 

the garage door open and + saw Dad coming out- 

side. He marched right out carrying. a_snow shovel, 

and 4 mai. T was. ree make a_run_ 

But Dad -was heading for my snowball, not me. E 

And. in less than_a minute, he reduced all our 

hard work to hothing.. ep 



Rowley came by a few _minutes later. 1 thought he 

might actually get.a kick out-of what happened. = 

| o°O% races et eee 

nine L. guess. he. had his heart set on. ite 

that snowball down the hill, and he was. really 

mad. But- get this: cea was mad at ME for 

buat TIAL) dace, ota A et ee eee 

L ne Rowley es was. ki a. del = at we 

got.in.a. shoving. match. Right when it looked ‘ike 

we were going to get in. -an_all-out- fight, we. cea 

ambushed. from. the-street. SESE Nes aaa aeeer ee om 



Ket 

T+. was.a_hit-and-run by the Whirley Street kids. 

And if. Mrs Levine, oy English teacher was 
there, Tm sure she would have said the whole 

. . a, ~ ¥ 

Situation.wasitome. = = 

Wednesday oo es ; 

Today at school they announced there s_an. opening, 

for +the cartoonist job in the school. paper. There's. 

only one_comic_slot,.. aind_up_until now this kid named. 

Bryan Little has been hogging it all to himself. Pi ~— 
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Bryan has this comic_called. “Wacky Dawg” >and 

when it started off, it was —S pretty. fury 

= lately, Boyan been using she joanne 

his et one S guess. elt” es 

gave. him. the axe. em 

Wacky Daw SS ae ee a ee ae, or ~Bryan Little 

Susan tim, if you are reading this, 
_ Bryan is very sorry he kissed your 

“Dawg, say Something || best friend Rachel behind the ~~ 
‘somethin’ Serious on || lockers. He hopes you can find it in 
FUNNY! wi mind — ~ your heart to forgive him. 

an PS: ‘Barry Palmer, i 
» you still owe Bryan ' 
—_ five dollars, you 

ee SooNas.. ex ‘ad shee news ,.. od eee L Ida to... 

try. out. “Wacky. Dawg _made- Bryan Little a- 

celebrity _at_our_school, and J wanted +o ae in 

on..Some.. St. that kind. PP fame. - Le eee 

Rekediatuot aiebaes ie ibe a brecianaas 

my school. when won. honourable mention in this. 

anti-smoking contest they haat. Ae Cede ee 
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All. 1 did was trace a picture from ohe_of- 
Rodrick’s hea -metal magazines, but luckily, Bt ee 

one ever found out. 

__|_ f pon'T SMOKE oR 
You'LL LOOK LIKE ME. 
1 — 

The. kid who. ee ae 
Carney. And what kind of ticks me off is that _ 
Chris smokes at least a pa of cigarettes a day. 
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Thursday 

Mesiid Recles fe lied team up Lined fied a 

cartoon. together. So after school. —— oe came. 

over. to. oe house, and we got to. work. 

We. banged. out a bunch of characters real. 

quick, but that turned out to be the. easy 

part. When we tried to. think up. Some. Jess 

et id oi el ee 

L fraly came_up- eT he | a. sLgbules ie isieac? 

he up a. cartoon... ne es ph pot wa ad: 

every. “aah is “Zoo-Wee Mama! 

That. way we. gaan or eed “Aas ak hing 

+to_write actual. jokes, and. we.could.concentrate.on 

+the_pictures. SCR eee oo iat a Seale ere el eee 
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For the first couple_of strips, 1 did +he writing 
and drew the characters, and_ Rowley drew. the. 
boxes. around the pictures. _ so PSE SORTS iret 

| Step on a crack, 
break your : 0 oe mormme's-pack we 

| Bee slipped ame (Z00-WEE 
d at BS: JK MAMAL 

SNOAGLICOd.. sy ahs 

Rowley started complaining that = didn+ have 
ehough to.do, so T let him write afew of the strips. 
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But to be honest wi you, there was.a_pre- pais 

obvious. drop. in quality. once Rowley started doi ng 

the writing. — Coes Whe Ries Sieere i Oke CS Tek eens cn ree 

/ Theve been \ 
waiting three ae 

\ a hamburger: 

i= fore se LOO A 

we are all 
wet Sold out. 228s oe (ptioersee 2 ES eee Se ERs Tees 

tually T_got kind of sk of the-"Zoo-Wee 
Mama’ idea and. 1_pre+ Hy much let Rowley take. 

over the whole operation. Wes 5k 
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And_believe it or not, Rowley's drawing, skills. are 

worse than wr Bs skille: sot tian! ot eh 

: ez it’s 
3 eps, L peice — A sgt \ 

| =i? 3 puddle. aS 4; ber acid puddle, 

1 ani: Rowley iniybe se should eo come_up At Bs. 

Some_new. ideas, but he = Ww. 

writing “Zoo-Wee Mamas. Then he- packed- up. vs 

comics.aind. went home, which. was. fine by. me. 

dont iY 0 want to be partnered _up with a kid — 

who doesnt draw hoses, -arfweay ss ochids . 
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Atte Rowley Es yesterday: or ve +o js, 

on _Some_comics._. up with this. ame called. 

ence en 5 and 1. got. ona_roll. 

f _ CREIGHTON: THE CRETIN by Greg Heft fey 3 

HI, MY NO IT ISN’ Ts {INES —-VOUR NAME IS bo 

ide meee ae OOPS.-HL -—~éM—+- Cae 

pa Es we ce 



T must've banged out twenty. er rae Sabet 

didnt_even. break a sweat. ¥ 25 eres 

I WONDER WHAT 
IS IN THIS CUTE | BRICK, 

PILILE BOK 

| OOPS.-1 HAVE BEEN TRYING 
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY. 

~ DOCTOR, COULD Fo 
_HAVE A NeW BUTT? _ YOU A "MILLION TIMES, 
MY OLD ONE. AS A EVERYONE'S BUTT HAS 

“The greet hada ubout ele"Gestaltoe athaent 
comics is that with all the idiots running around my 

school, J will NEVER run out of new material. 
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When IT got +o school today, T took my comics 

to Mr Tras office. Hes the teacher who runs 

the school. oe a Se Se enee art 

ifuecewlicnels ak ele 
‘Four lunch table, ~~ not even 
| tyler green! scutes 

by tabitha wick, 

Jgirls ROLE} 
/@tmis= 
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So Tm not +too_worried about the : cha nees of 

Bill's comic_getting in, either. 

There were actually one_or two decent comics in 

the tray. But 1 slipped them under_a. es a 

ae on Mr Tras desk. Resse So 

Hopefully wea, ohes_wont turn up a Tics in = 

es eee ape! 
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Thursday —=— 

Today, during morning announcements, ee cial 

the news Twas av Bit: | i Se ead a 

a CARTOONIST FOR THE 
a] —S SCHOOL PAPER IS... > 

GREG HEFFLEY! 

eee paper came out A toay a nh tne and 

ee Wwas- gw: et es 

a really a to. ae up 4 copy +o r sical 

name_ih. print, but T decided to it ey cool_ 

fora while instead. eae 
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T sat at the end of the. lunch table so. there 

would _be_plen: of room forme to start. Signing 

autographs for. Fay new fans. But nobody was coming 

over to tell me how great my comic Was ,. and. ei: é 

started to. get. the. feeling, something was wrong. 

Te grabbed a_paper. and went into the bathroom 

to check it out. _And when T saw. my comic, Pe 

practically had_a | artattack, 
Loe 

. ieee ee 
to_my_comic. I though+ he just meant he fixed- 

spelling mistakes and_stuff like that, but he 
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By the time Mr Tra was done with it, you 

practically couldnt recognize it as. the same. strip. 

Creighton the Curious Student __ by Gregory Heffley 

Teacher, ifx +43=89,- 

then what would x be? ,, 

~ Thanks. Kids, if you want toleam| 
~ more about maths, be sure fo visit — 

._ Mr Humphrey during his office - 

}_~ hours. Or visit the library and 
oe out ine ee caecmste 

So Lin. prety sure. wee wont re Signing. 9 egrets 

any-time Soon. 
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Wednesday 

Me_and. Rowley. were. sieving our. = tee Ph de 

in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols 

today, _and_ there was _an_announcement oh- fea ag 
loudspeaker. LE Oe ee ee 

INSKY’ OFFI = _winseys orice 

ae 1 went nee a toe Me Cie, ae akg Pee 

when. Rowley came back fifteen. minutes later, he. 

looked ae da shaken. Ppt at Atise co net avn 

Apparently Mr: Mask ahia a. Sh ica. a. parent 

who said- they witnessed. Rowley “terrorizing ’ the 

kindergartners. when he was supposed. tobe 

walking. them. home. from. school... _And. Mr. ees 

was. really. mad about it. _ oem 
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Rowley said Mr Winsky yelled at him for about 

ten minutes and said his actions “disrespected 

the badge”. 3 sip Da en ee eee 

You know, I think T might just know what +this 
is_all about. Last week, Rowley had to take a 

quiz, during, fourth- period, so 1 walked the — aa) 

kindergartners home On Py pr 

T+ adc thle adebedll tetabalieaauaainl 
lot_of -worms_on the pavement. So J decided to — 

have some fun with the Ridswacda: 2 tee hee 
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But-some. neighbourhood. lady. saw. what 1 was. 

yelled. at me_from her front. i. 

T+ was. bie set: oe is vee ak Rony 

mom. She must. have- thought T was. Rowles Senne 

because Twas borrowing his hat. And T wasnt 

about to_correct- her, either. 

{—-FHE PRINCIPALS — 
GOING TO HEAR — 

\ ABOUT THIS! AA 

L Bases gine Ve nls Saiilin Fe dey 

Anyway, me Minsky sold. Rowley. oe going to. 

ee: to.apologize to. the. kindergartners. ctomorrow 

morning, and that he's. a from Patrols 

ee eal se 
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T knew T should probably just ell 

was_me who chased the kids with the worms. But 

T wasnt ready to set the record straight just — 

yet. T knew if T confessed, Td lose my hot 

chocolate_privileges. And that right there was 

enough to make me keep quiet for the time being. 

was bothering me, so she came_up +to my room 

afterwards to talk. = Le 5 pil 

I told her \Acaescoas situation, Per r | 

didnt know what to do. : 

LT got to give Mom credit for how she handled 

it, She didnt try to pry and get all the details. 
All-she_said_was that should try to do the 

“right thing”, becadesit seshee stitechaut biennale 

us- who_we are. — 
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A figure that's pretty decent advice. But Tim stil 
not 100% sure what 1m going +o. do tomorrow... 

Thursday 

Well, T was. up_all. night sissing: vi naires 

over this Rowley situation, but 7 finalls we x 

up_my_mind.. TL decided. the right thing +o do 

was to just let. es take one for the team 

this time around. 

Wage MO Se 
TERRORIZED 

—YOU-G DREN 

On ah io) tae eee 
Rowley and told him the whole truth about what 

Seg _and how. it was me. who chased the. 

ds with the. worms... 
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Then 1 told him there were lessons we could 

both learn from this. J told him IT learned to be 

more careful about what 1 do in front of Mrs 

Tirvine’s house, and that he learned a valuable 

lesson, too, which is this: be careful about who 

{—-BEEN-A-LEARNING 
EXPERIENCE FOR 

To a ae a you wi message sos BAG seem 

to be. wee aK: to i ' 

le. were nies to Kin out able isch plas 

today, ut he said he was just going, to mee: 

and_take a. nap. 

1 hie really ee cs bee se L eis, toes 

have my hot-chocolate this morning, 1 wouldn+— 

have had much energy, either. 
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When I got home, Mom was waiting. for_meat _ 

the front door. See ie Sag sri Seed es er - 

Mom took me. out to.get some ice cream as_a_special 

treat. And what this whole. episode has taught me_ 

oo that eve! ry once ina. while, its not such a bad _ 

idea _to_listen. to_your mother. eat See tease ies 
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Tuesday. ae ee 2 

There was another announcement on lik heves* 

today, and to be honest with you, a & kind of | = 

saan: _olne_was. coming. it es 

; Sah et 8 SAAS 
REPORT TO MR__ 

1, Sidhe choiateihcha stabedasladineds een 
siesta. ie what. happened last week. __ 

ae L ae +o_Mr Mr. Minsky’ office, be mas ely 

mad. Mr Winsky told me that an “anon are: 

source had informed him that Twas the. on 

culprit in the Naa > incident. 

ue f< silk me L was cuphsheket’ my y Sefy 

Patrol. duties “effective. immediately”. — oy 
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Well, it doesnt take a detective to figure out 

that the anonymous. source was Rowley ‘ 

T cant believe Rowley went and backstabbed 

me_like that. While 7 -was_sitting, +here getting ie 

chewed out by Mr Winsky, Twas: ee ne 

need to remember to give. a5 _friend_a_lecture— 

about- OS tee 

bier é on. sesdoile a Based as. che ay aS a. ren 

And get this: he actually -got.a. PROMOTION. ~ 

Mr. Winsky said Bowley. had “exhibited ed dgnty 

under false. suspicion. nee fre ea et Yau 
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a0 thought about really letting Rowley have it_ 

for ratting me out like that, but then J 
realized. something. ee ee a ee 

Tn June,_all the officers in the Safety. Patrols 

go-on.a trip +o Six Flags, and they_get- +o take 

along. one. friend. 1 need to eee 

knows. Tim. his Bae ——— 

= ee eS: 

Like. sachs eblicil, She worst. adaiah wees 

kicked off. Safety Patrols. eee hot be 

chocolate. poneers in of alae Sts. 

Every + morn hg, ey.
 ea 

a 4 

cafeteria so Rowley can hook me up. 
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But either my friend has. gone deaf or hes too _ 

busy. kissing, the other officers’ butts to notice me 

at the window. 

Tn fact, now that L.sthink of it, Rowley has been 

TOTALLY giving me the cold shoulder lately. _And 

thats really lame, because if T recall correctly, 

HE’ S the one that sold ME out 

ne Foer, | +o break the ice. mi him. mi “py 

But even THAT didnt seem to work. 
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APR Tbe cist ns Sekt ee eee 

Friday tos: 

Ever. since shies worm. alae | Rowley ihe been — 

hanging out with Collin Lee every day _aftter_school. 

What really stinks is that Collin is nan to _ 

be MY. a? DeRd ce oe 

ee guys are oases totaly ridiadous- Today, — re 

Rowley and Collin. were wearing these matching Se 

T-shirts, and it made me just about want to vomit. 

After hee ea ta saw. «Rowley and. Collin 

walking o up_the. hill. together, chumming. it up. __ 
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Collin had his overnight bag, so. _knew. they As. 

were going to have a_ sleepover at. Rowley’s.. Paes 

And 1 thou h+t,. Well, two can play at THAT 3 play 
game. The best way +to- get. back at Rowley was 

+o_get a new best friend of my. own. Puce is tess 

unfortunately, the only person. who. came to mind. 

right-at that moment. was Fregley. A BS Lol ts ee 

se went up +o Fregle 's with, my_overnight bag so 

Rowley _could_see J had other friend. options »—too... 

When I. got there, Fregley was_in_his front 

yard. stabbing a_kite witha stick. That's when 1 

started to think. maybe this wasnt the best idea. 

after_all.. were 



But Rowley was. in his front yard and he was 

watching me. So J knew there was no- turning back. 

Tmuided_mysill- ito Fraley house He. ons 
she was excited to.see Fregley with a “playmate”, a 
which Wasa. term 1 was not too snthusiastic_about.. 

Me and Fregley went upstairs +o his room. sabp 
Fregley tried to _get_me_to- play Twister with 
nim, so 1. made. sure |. stayed ten feet wer onda 
from him at all times. Rees: 

still_in. Rowley’s _front yard. argues Sa Sa Teak 
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T didnt want to leave until those. guys went back — 

inside. But- things started to. get out of hand with 

Fregley pretty quickly. When 1 was looking, out the 

window, Fregley broke into. my back pack. and_ate the. 

whole bag of jelly beans Thad in there 

Fregley’s one of these kids whos. hot supposed to_ 

eat any sugar, so two minutes. Jater, he was 

a off the walls. Soe hs 

a re arn eect ba =a 
he chased me_all_ around. mis es 2h GRE 

T begat ee ot 

of his sugar ave but he didnt. Eventually, 1 os 

7 in his bathroom to wait him out. 
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Around 11:30 oe it_got quiet out_in the hallwa: ee 

That's. when Fregley slipped a piece of paper cba 

under the door.. ott eis ; ig 

| era 
|} Era _very_ sorry ies 

chased-you_with a 
| booger on my Finger 
| Here, TD petit on 
eek | this paper So 

ps ES ae 
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That's the last thing I remember before J. 

blacked Re WIeMe beet te pine iy ey See 

T came to my senses a few hours Gotiestciey 1 

woke. up, T cracked the door. open, and J heard. 

shoring coming from. cael room. So 48 decided 

to make a_run for it. 

Mom and Dad_were not. happy with me_for. getting 

them out_of bed at 2:00 in the morning. But wut 
that. point, TL couldnt. we care less. 

ps! 



Monday add cuiegh tbl ight ee a alien ori eee 

Well, me and Rowley have officially been ex-friends 

for about a month now and. +o be honest with 

you, Tim better of f wi Hyatect Aiegetic acts ot 

ene ere ae 
having to worry. about carrying all that dead n=: 2& 

weight Pig) © Smee = eee 

Lately Tie been hanging oot in Rodeck's oom 
after _school_and going through his stuff. The other 

day, T. found one_of his middle-school yearbooks. 

yearbook, so you.can tell how he felt about all 

the kids in his. grade. wa 
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Every orce in a while, J see Rodrick's old classmates 

around. town. And at have. to remember to thank 

Rodrick for making church alot more interesting. : 

Be +he page in Rodrick yearbook thats really 

interesting is the Class Favourites page. 

That's where the put pictures of the kids who 

oet voted Most + Pope and. Most “lalented and 

all that. oe Bee 
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Rodrick wroteon his Class Favourites page, too. _ 

Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen 

Vos dts. lass Sarde tl reall 
got my gears. turning. - eos: es 

a4 you can get yourself voted on to the Class 
Favourites page, youre practically an_immortal, 
Even. if you.dont live up to what. you got 

picked for, it doesnt really matter, because it's 
on_permanent record. wigtt 

infu alnia alan 
s ecial, even though he ended up dropping out of 
high-school. BS 
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We still run into him at the Food Barn. “oe 

Gace tein weile. Pt ee 

So ee ae Lin thinking: Abas yi year lec 

been kind of a bust, but if T can. get voted asa 

Class Favourite, Jl go.out.on.a. high. note. 

lute trying to. etbtk of aucetegory L os 

a_shot at. Most Popular and Most Athletic_are 

definitely out, so 1m going to have to find 

something that's_a little bit more in reach. 

me sobthek & ao aBoabe suey. t ae wear. ar really 

nice_clothes for the rest. en so TL can 

get Best Dressed. : = a8 
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But that would mean J would have to get my shal 

picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she 

dresses like a es 

Wednesday — as 

Last night Twas. lying aobete ahd ia eet nee 
should go. for Class Clown. rad od 

ee not pee ke te ee, real 

school_or anything, but if T can pull off one big 

prank. right before Voting, that could do it. 



Thursday decent aie tades Sully. 

Today Twas trying to_figure_out how Deepa acc 

going +to_sneak a drawing, pion. to Mr Worths.. 

chair_in History when he said something that 

made_me_rethink my plan. ue, HS ote ie eee 

Mr Worth. told_us he has_a dentist's appointment 

tomorrow, So_were going to have a substitute. 

Subs are like comic gold. You can say just. about 

anything. you want, and_ you. cant getin trouble. 

GREG HEFFLEY, 
{ wILt YOU PLEASE | 

DO THIS PROBLEM? 

-CEXCUSE MER) 

FAT GRANNY! 
—{ WELL, I- HARDLY. 



Pridaiyes ssi weno SDR So ee 

T walked into my History class today, ready 

+o execute my plan. But when 1 got_to the 

door, guess who the substitute teacher was? 

OL allt peeeleseclh nai aie ame 
today >it was. Mom. thought Moms days of 

getting involved atom school were over. 

She. used to be one of those parents who came 

in_to help out in the classroom. But that all 

changed after Mom volunteered to be a- 

chaperone for_our field_trip +o the zoo when _ 

T was_in third grade. 
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Mom had prepared all sorts of material to help us 

kids appreciate the different exhibits, but all 

anyone wanted to do was watch the animals go 

+o. the bathroom. 

fM@ ELEPHANTS| 

An way, Mom totally foiled my shia +o win Class 

Clown. Im just lucky theres nota category 

called Biggest Mamas Boy, because after ee 

Td win that one ina landslide. 

YOU LEFT 
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Wednesday ghee Se £25 all 

The school paper came out_again. in today. L quit 

my job. as school cartoonist after — “Creighton the- 

Curious Student” came out, and 1 manip 

care_ “eee picked to. pre me. a 

Bud everyone was a Pogues ar 

lunch, so T- picked. up a. copy to. _see what was so 

funny. _And when a ees a 

believe as, eyes. 

“Tk wais-"Zoe tole Mis rd faders igaeka 
didnt change Me CR 

iy Zoo- Wee Mama Les gy - by Rowley Jefferson 

“lady, I am sae 

__ one of those dog 
-* se) =e 



So.now Rowley say all the fame that was 

oe to be_mine._ Cae ee ake eR 

Even the. teachers are. kissing. Rowley's butt. J 

almost lost fy lunch. when. Mr. Worth. noe his 

chalk in- et 8 Clageheds os a0 Wo i 
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Monday: gucbh secon ag 

This “Zoo-Wee Mama. skies Wt really sin $n st 

worked up. Rowley. is_getting all. the credit for a 

comic_that we _came_ up with together. a Ps gured 

the least he could_do was put hg hame_on the 

strip as. the co-creator. 

So ve res to Rowley Wee SF and told 

him that's what he was gonna have to do. But — 

Rowley said “Zoo-Wee Mama” was all HIS idea 

wd set 5 T didnt eas ees todo with it. 

1 guess we mustVe- we talking pretty. Bod d dines 

because the next = an knew, we attracted — 

a crowd. eee be 



The kids at my school are ALWAYS itching Stow 

See_a fight. Me and Rowley +tried_to_walk away, 

but those -grys _werent going to let us. gounti | 

they saw us throw some punches. is Spies. Shane 

Tve never been ina real fight before, so 1 didnt 

know how T was. supposed to stand cor_hold a 

fists_or anything. And_you could tell Rowley : 

didn+_ know what he_was. doing : either, because he 

just Started prancing around. like a leprecha un.. 

Twas pretty sure T could. take Rowley a ar, Weel Sats 

fight, but the thing that made me nervous was 

the fact that Rowley _does karate. 1 dont know 

what kind of hocus-pocus they _teach in. Rowleys “ 

karate classes, but the last thing T needed was 

for him to. lay me out right there on the ground. 

20/ 



Before me_or Rowley made a move, there was a 

screeching sound in the school parking lot. A. 

bunch of teenagers had stopped —_ 

truck, and. they. started piling, out. | 

Beets happy thet: everyone? Pe 

oh the. teenagers. instead of. meand Rowley. But 

all the other kids took off when. hr 

Se our 6 S 

Al eee t. pe ee Beet fees 

looked ea sfeeliaied 5 Seton 2 oi 

That's ait it hy ct ae esa ‘ 

who chased_me- and Rowley ania se 

night, and they had. finally caught up with us. 
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But before we could make a run_for_it, we had our 

arms pinned behind our backs. ESE RAINS Sa tek 

Those_guys wanted. +o teach, us.a_lesson.for 

taunting them on Halloween. hight, and they 

started arguing over what they should _do. with us. 

But to be honest with you, Twas more_concerned. 

about something else. The Cheese was only_a few 

feet from where we were standing on the ie 

court,_and_it was looking nastier than ever. 
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The big teenager must have caught aan sadam: 

because the next. thing 1 knew, he was. dooking — 

at the. Cheese, +oo._And_ me guess <a 

the idea he was. looking for. chan - 

Rendeygat- sinaled sce Late The big kid grabbed 

Rowley and dragged him_over to the Cheese. 

ie I Ad. want ‘to say. exactly Se th enenedl 

next. Because if Rowley ever tries to run for 

President and someone finds out what these. oy 

made. him_do, he wont have a. chance._ 

Til put a it to Sout way? 1 cate 

_____ the Cheese. 
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T knew_- were -gonna_ make me_do it, too. J 

started to. Panic, because. te knew J: wash t going 

to be able to fight i aay out of this situation. 

Ge. aad some fast talking instead. ks 

{1 WOULD, BUT \ 
soy UE SLL gC, | See pe 

ee ODAIBYE sHav 

And believe it or not, it -actually worked. pate 
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+ guess the teenagers were satisfied they adit Tt 

made their point, because after the pape dschnn 

Rowley finish of f the rest of the Cheese, they 

let us 90. They got back in. their truck and 

took _off down. the. road. ae . 

Me and Rowley Soe | eae Pocteasessbean 
ohe_of us really said_ anything on the wary back. 

1 thought abort nerstioning:to Rowley that 

maybe he could have pulled _out -a_couple ah bisa 

karate moves back there, but something told me — 
+o_hold_off on that though+ for right now. 
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Tuesday eee ee ee +: 

At school today, the teachers let us outside 

after lunch. eet Seis ob cos 

T+ took. _about_five seconds for someone to 

realize the Cheese was. missing. from_its spoton 

Everybody crowded around. to look at where the 
Cheese. used to be. Nobody could believe it was 

actually gone. Die. een Oe nai ee Bl es 

People started coming up with these crazy theories re 

about what happened. to it. Somebody said that 

maybe the Cheese. grew legs and walt ed away. 
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T+ took all my self-control to keep my mouth __ 

shut. And_if. Rowley. wasnt standing right 432 

there, ae honestly dont know if J. could have 

kept quiet. . PEE. see 

A coe ir she gis tena te over. a 

happened to. the. Cheese were. the same_ones. who_ 

were egaing me. and Bowley: on yesterday afternoon. 

So T knew it wasnt going, to be long before — 

Someone put twoaind two together and Sie out 
that we must have had something to do with it. 

Rowley was. starting to -panic, and 1 don+ blame 

him, either. Tf the truth ever came out about 

how the Cheese disappeared, Rowley would be 

finished. Hed have to move out of. the state, and 

maybe eVeh. the country. 
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That's when 2% decided to speak up. 

T told everyone that T knew what happened to. 

the Cheese. 1 said T was sick of it being on the 

court, and <i just decided to get rid_of it once 

ie wl aa ann We, Ge 

For_a second there, everyone just froze. 1 

thought people were going +o_start thanking me_ 

for what. T did, but boy, was |. wrong. 

28 really wish had. worded my story alittle 

differently. Because if T threw away the Cheese, 

guess. what that meant? J+ meant that J have 

the Cheese “Jouch. 



_JUNE 

Cela : 

Well, if. Rowley. stpeinclcl ie d: did hock ne 

last week, he hasnt said it. But weve started 

hanging, out_after school. again, so. 2 i: guess that. 

means _me_and him are back to_normal. ss 

T can. honestly a that so far, having the 

Cheese Touch hasn+ been all that bad. 

tt ae me_out ns bie ne Sayace Mia's unit 

in Phys Ed, because no one would -partner up 

with me. And Tve had the whole lunch table to 

myself ay i inte, hicks. <0 std 

Today was a last. t day. of eee ane © 

handed out yea rbooks after. eighth period. les 
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T flipped to. the Class Favourites page, and heres 

+he picture that was warting Ge eee ; 

ores CLOWN (oe 

Rowley Jefferson 

All I can. say is, it anyone wantsa_free yearbook, 

they can dig one_out of the trash can in the 

back of the cafeteria. 2 odie Se bee eee enero 

You know, Rowley can have Class Clown for all T. 

care. But if he ever gets +oo. big, for his britches " 

TAL just-remind him that he.was the guy who ate 

the Ae ar ea ene Sh 8 a 
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: Let me get something straight: this isa  % 
Be JOURNAL, not a diary. This was Moms idea, not { 

| | mine. But if she thinks Tm going to write down 

— "y “feelings” in here or whatever, shes crazy. 

See he only reason 1 agreed to do this at all is 
‘ because 1 figure later on when Im rich and | 

eee famous, this book is gonna come ih handy. 3 

. | MORONS 
| ee — But for now Tm. 

BE stuck in middle. 
Ts school with a 

me bunch of morons. _ 

| | | Today is the first day of school, so 

ie figured 1 might as well write in aa 

_ this book to pass the time. . a 

F  Sust dont expect me to be all Dear Diary” : 

this and Dear Diary” that. 
ball 

ESS 

| 
6 
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puffinbooks.com 3) Catch Greg ‘ Pc 

Keeping again in Wimpy Kia 
woodland ss 
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