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Have you ever wondered how 

chewing gum was 

_. invented? Or 1G 

(1 who made the ~~ 

— © first roller skates? 

Or why most banks are 

shaped like pigs and hot 

other animals? 4. 

All of these (and I 

more!) are explained in ahi 

wacky, witty, and informa- 

tive book. Find out the most 

popular potato-chip flavor, 

how fast the fastest back- 

ward roller skater can skate, 

and how much money you'd 

have today if you had saved a 

penny for every day of your 

life. You just might be 

inspired to create a few 

imaginative inventions of 

your own. 

09011470 
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In 1957 

flying saucers were his passion. 

Walter dreamed of men from space sis 
Senet es 

and what they'd wear as fashion. —_ 

He made a little disc of tin 

and threw it in the air. 

And from far away it looked as if 

a UFO was there. 

ue He thought he was the first 
a to think of such a game. 

But others had invented it 

and given it a name. 



yh Students at a school called Yale 

would eat a Frisbie Pie, 

then theyd throw the empty tin 

high across the campus sky. 

YP scroow 
0 6 Bd Sts Bs 

an mrtg 

Walter heard of the Frisbie tins and said, 

“That name is great!” 

So he calledhis toy aFrisbee = 

then ate pie to celebrate. =~ gs 

There is a special 
Frisbee made just for 

More Frisbees are sold every year than footballs, baseballs, 

The longest distance a 

Who: Walter Frederick 

Frisbee flying disc has 
been thrown is 693.3 feet. 

Morrison 

Where: California 

dog competitions. 

and basketballs combined. 

When: around 1957 
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In Greece there was a baker 

1600 years ago 

who said, “I'll make a stew, 

and then cover it with dough.” 

as 
aceamnnr eT 

It's said the world’s first pie 

was probably made of meat 

and it wasn’t until later 

that a pie became a sweet. ~ 
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» PIGGY BANK. , 
toh ot 

In the Middle Ages 

pots were made from pygg. 

It was an orange clay 

that wasn’t hard to dig. 

When someone had some money 

to save or hide away, 

they kept it in their pygg jar 

for a future rainy day. 



: é Some potter probably said, ) 

¢ after giving it some thought, ) 

C) 
| 

| /\ “What if | take my fine pygg clay 

and make a pig-shaped pot?” { 

Well, soon the other potters 

who formed and shaped the clay 

were making jars in piggy shapes 

just like they do today. 
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round. 

orite chair, 

ide a fine contr 

was a brilliant 

The first glasses were 

Seventy percent of 

Who: thought to be 

Arms for glasses to fit over your ears were 

much heavier and often caused headaches or sore 

ted 400 years after glasses. Until then peo- 

ple tried to balance the glasses on their nose or inven J 

all people in the U.S. wear glasses or contact lenses. 

Silvano Armato Where: Pisa, Italy 

noses if worn for too long. 

used leather straps to tie them to their head. 

When: 1280s 



- The doughnut was invented 

~ 500 years ago. 

The 
and were just balls of dough. 

irst ones didn’t have a hole 
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The flat-bottomed paper bag 

long ago was hard to make, 

and some said, “Not quite worth 

all the trouble it would take.” 

Workers first would fold the bags 

and then they’d add the glue. 

This made the bags expensive, 

plus it took too long to do. 

Margaret was a lady 

working in the factory. 

She said, “Here’s an idea 

that could help this company.” 
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There was a short French king 

in the sixteenth century 

who said, “! must be taller. 

It’s just what | want to be!” 

Now his subjects, they were loyal, 

so they said, “What should we do?” — 

Said a timid little cobbler, 

“| could build a higher shoe.” 

ree rii\ 

The king said, “These are great!” 

and he marched around the court. 

He was taller than before 

and no longer feeling short. 
ee 



But it happened all too fast, 

for poor Louis the short king — 

by wearing high-heeled shoes, 

hed begun a fashion thing. 

Now with everyone in heels 

he no longer seemed that tall, 

so he had some new shoes made 

that would tower over all. 

saying Noa ore high heels on a man! — 

‘ 



= Back in the year 200, 
in China far away, 

lived a man who carried things 

most each and every day. 

He carried for the army. 

He carried for his wife. 

He was a man who moved things, 

transportation was his life. 



He thought all through his dinner. 

He thought while in his bed. 

When he woke up he was smiling 

because the plan was in his head. 



He moved to Staten Island, 

1860 was the year, 

and he loved to chew a gummy sap 

7 that he said had no peer. 

One day he met a man 

who said, “Gee, that sap is neat. 

il change it into rubber, > 

it will be an easy feat.” : 
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Even though he tried his best, 

the inventor had no luck, 

and he wondered what to do 

with all the sap left in his truck. 

He thought of Santa Anna 

and of how he liked to chew. 

80 he said, “There must be others 

who would like to do it too.” 
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His Adams New York Gum 

sold in 1871, 

and it only cost a penny 

and was loved by everyone. 



Joseph lived in Belgium 

in 1759. 

He loved to play his violin 

and practiced all the time. 

There was to be a party, 

a fancy fun affair. 

Joseph said, “l’ll make an entrance, 

so my friends will know I’m there.” 

Since the party was on land, 

he knew ice skates wouldn’t do, - 
so he took his favorite footwear 

and put wheels under each shoe. 
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The night of the big party, 

with wheeled skates upon his feet, 

Joseph glided in while playing 2: 

and the crowd said, “Oh, how sweet.” 

But he hadn’t practiced stopping 

so he crashed into a wall, 

and his violin was broken 

‘cause he'd smashed it in the fall. 

So this time it ended badly 

but he didn’t shed a tear. 

He said, “I'll just have to practice 

and then try again next year.” 

The fastest backward 

The highest jump ever 

The first roller-skating 

The modern inline skate 

Who: Joseph Merlin 

roller skater reached a 

rink opened in 1866 at 

(four wheels in a row) 

Where: Belgium 

inline skates was. 
made while wearing 

8 feet Il incnes. 

was invented in 1966. _ a resort hotel in. 

When: 1759 

speed of 46.69 miles 

an hour. 

Rhode Island. ee 
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Children play it stilltoday 
i 

oh 

with round sn me of lass. : are 



Cecil was a man 

who said, “I like things clean! 

But | don’t want to work too hard, 

so I’ll make a machine.” 

He did some strange experiments 

| and tried to suck up dirt, _ 

from pillows and on furniture 

until his lips were hurt. | 



VAN! BROOM 

And then he tried some blowing, 

but said, “No, that seems wrong! 

| think | need a wind machine 

that sucks up dirt real strong. 

1901 was the year 

that he built his first machine. 

[ It took two men to operate 

| but really got things clean. 

Now 
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CANIMAL COOKIES Sto 

It happened back in England 

over 100 years ago. 

A cook said, “Let’s make animals, 

with all this cookie dough.” 

2———_— eee es en, 

== SS 

Then someone in America 

_ said, “That's a great idea! 

We'll do it, too, with a bigger zoo, 

and sell those cookies here!” 4 Z 
i 



They made eighteen new animals 

and put them in a box. 

A bear, a seal, and monkeys, too, 

but not a pig or fox. 

GIRAFFE 

So you can bite a zebras ear, 

or chew on a giraffe, 

or even nibble elephant toes 

until they make you laugh. 

Other animal cookies include: bison. 

The first animal cookies made in The U.S. 

Who: Nabisco 

So = 
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camel, cougar, hippopotamus, hyena, 

were made by Nabisco. They were called 
Barnum’s Animals, after the famous circus. 

Where: U.S. 

kangaroo, rhinoceros, sheep, tiger, 

When: 1902 

When: 1890 

and zebra. 



Some inventions solve a problem, 

like glasses to help you see. 

Then there are others just for fun, 

like skates or the Frisbee. 

Inventions can be lucky, 

like the great potato chip, @& 

or even come from other lands, 

like doughnuts on a ship. 

Inventors can be young 

or as old as ninety-three, 

they just need imagination 

to see things creatively. 

ALPHABET — 
BLOCKS 

FOR THE 
BLIND 







lives in a house with two 

cats, two dogs, and a very 

nice husband. She is the 

author and illustrator of 

WHEN i GROW UP. Charise is 

especially thankful for the 

invention of muffins, which 

taste a lot like cake, except 

you get to eat them for 

breakfast. 



Open this book 2 ahd ¢ 

Und 9 Out the stories be 

potato chips, piggy banks, 

eyeglasses, 

2, grocery bags, high-heeled’shoes, 

Ee: chewing gum, roller skates, rs 
vacuum cleaners, 

animal cookies, and more! 
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